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Arafat on 2nd Cairo visit this week 

CAIRO (AP) — Ftofltae JUDbcrtoiM Otgsnl s irtflW (FLO) Chstnows 
Turner Arafat arrived Saturday on his second visit to Cabo tUs week for 
talks with Egyptian leaden on Middle East peace reports. Egypt's Middk 
East News Acen^nid Arafat was erected at Ctoro totcmadonal airport by 
Osama AI Bax, head of President Bond Mubarak's poHtfcal office, and 
Palestinian oitlriah Arafat was to Cairo Jan. 9*11 and bdd talks wttfc 
Mubarak, Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul Megnjd and other rikiak. Tbe 
United Stales aad Efypt have been trying to organise a dialogue between 
Israel and Patotfato rtp re t at a fim to CatooT Bat at effort received a 
setback fate week when WashfaftH reports spoke of difficulties delaying a 
meeting among the foreign mfeisterx of Em*, brad and the United Stales 
to pre pa r e for the dial o gue . Tbc ministerial zoeettog o ri g inal ly was 
pbumed for tUs month. After ta&s with Arafat Tuesday, Abdul Meguld 
arid dial adeejnale pre para tions thorid precede lbe propos ed pe a ce 
BegDtfatfMMtt. 
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Kaddoumi : Time on 
the Palestinian side 
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AMMAN f J:T.) — A senior 
Palestine lib c r i tigg Organisa- 
tion (FLO) o ffi cial said S aturd ay 
time was on the tide of the 
Palestinian* »od not ot h er w ise as 

propagated by land. 

“Gone is die time abenhad 
used to gain credit for its bragging 
that it was anasset to toe Western 
nations' strategy is tbe Midge 
East, trying to chock tbe advance 
of communism is the region and 
defending oil supply roam and 
foe Suez Oraal/ raid FarottqAJ 
Kaddou m i, head of tbe PLQ’s 
Foreign Affairs Department. 

“In the light of die current 
interna (sons! developments and 
the ongomg intifada is occupied 
Palestine, I think that time t* on 
the side of tod PLO and working 
against Israel," Kaddoumi said 
upon leavmgAmman following a 
fonj-day visit to Jordan. 

“The Israelis have an ilhtsian 
that they can put down the inofar 
da through their various 
sive means but tbc 
people's uprising is bound to can- 
tinue until Israel’s occ u p a tion 
ends,” Kaddoumi said in reply to 
reporters' questions at the air- 
port. 

Tbe whole world, be said, “rec- 
ognises the legitimate righttof 
the Palestinian people in their, 
homeland, but Israel persists in . 


fet tMttwfejenr stand, tad both 
(Israeli Trade Ministar Ariel) 
Stoat and (Prime Master Yit- 
zhak) Shamir have ant yet real- 
ised the dsaenswo -of develop- 
ments m tire Palestinian and in 
the international nans." 

In reply to a question about 
Shaita'scrntteationabou Jordan 
-was as tbe substitute homeland 
far the Palestinians, Kaddoumi 
said: “Sharon is a terrorist whose 
ittwaw were condemned by 
varices political codes, tndndmg 
those considered friendly to 
brad." 

Shares’* sta tements , he arid, 
“ate not more than nonsense 
winch nobody accepts because 
the whole world recogmsc s the 
State of Pakstme os Pafcatnaan 
foil." 

Asked about brad's wdateral 
moves 10 bold elections in toe 
oaaipied territories, Kaddoumi 
said due “one has to remem ber 
what happened after the 1976 
municipal election s . The remit 
was tint brad assaamated or 
arrested too dcctcd mayors of the 
West Bad: towns.” . . 

. His talks in Jordan, he said, 
were positive, reflecting toe 
mutual understanding and 
favourable Jordanian response to 
the PLO's views. .... 

Deputy Prime Minister ami 


Foreign Minister Marwan Al 
Qasem, who saw off Kaddoumi 
described toe Jcodauisn-Patesti- 
nfen talks as completely frank 
and characterised with mutual 
crust. Topics on the agenda 
cov ered means of maintaining 
cooperation and coordination be- 
tween Jordan and tbe PLO to 
ensure farther positive puns for 
the FLO at the regional, pan- 
Arab and international levels, 
Qaseo sa id. 

Tbc mrmster reiterated Jor- 
dan’s total support far the PLO, 
which, he said, is being fully 
by the Arab Nation, 
tddoumi's visit. Qasem 
added, was one more stage in toe 
process of Jordanian-PLO coor- 
dination. The PLO moves since 
November 1988 “constitute posi- 
tive and dear steps designed to 
achieve a just and comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East.” 

Qasem said Jordan welcomed a 
Soviet initiative to mediate be- 
tween Iran and Iraq, be said that 
Iraq always supported initiatives 
designed to implement U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 598 
and had been extending a hand of 
peace to its neighbour. 

“Let us hope," be said, “that 
this mi native will signal toe be- 
ginning of a positive start of an 
end to toe conflict.” ■ 
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EAST BERLIN (Agencies) — 
The threat of more strikes 
loomed as toe next challenge to 
Communist Premier Hans Mod- 
row after he tried to defuse a 
political crisis by seriqjpmg plans 
for a new secret police network. 

Modrow announced Friday 
that his government will not cre- 
ate toe internal security agency 
before a democratically elected 
government takes office after 
elections May 6. 

The move reversed bis defiant 
defence of tbe plan a day earlier 
and met a major demand of East 
Germany’s opposition. 

“Through May 6, no offices 
will be created in this area,” 
Modrow told a session of parlia- 
ment. 

He also ret a June 30 deadline 
for dissolving the old state secur- 
ity agency, which the government 
said it would abolish last month. 

The government announced 
price fakes for several non-food 
items in a first move fa cut 
bloated state subsidies and dis- 
suade foreign bargain -hunters. 

Hk remarks, man. interview on 
West Germany's ZDF television 
network, elaborated on a broad- 
ly-worded offer Thursday, to 
bring reform groups into a gov- 
ernment coalition. 

But even Friday’s announce- 
ment mipeared to give Modrow 
only a breathing space. 

His g ove r nm ent .partners and 
toe opposition are .demanding 
proof tbe old state security agen- 
cy is being dismantled, and they 
are critical of a new draft election 
law. 

Heated debate on those issues 
is likely at next Monday’s session 
of talks between governmen t and 
opposition, which Modrow is ex- 
pected to attend in a further 
effort at conciliation. 

If he. fails to gain toe opposi- 
tion’s confidence, recent politi- 
cally motivated warning strikes 
could blossom into a major chal- 
lenge by workers to the govern- 
ment* ... 

Opposition sources said that a 
mass ive strike was ' being pre- 
pared in Gera, Karf-Mare-Stadt 
and other southern cities, if tbe 
stalemate in the negotiations con- 
tinues. 

SDP rejects coafition 

- The fledgling Soda! Democra- 
tic Party (STHP] rated out a post- 
election coalition with Gommun- 
-tsts and said Saturday it wanteo to 
form the tint government with 
other opposition groups. 

; “The ann mast now be to 
deprive . the Communists, of pow- 
er.- SDP spokesman Stephan 
Hflsberg told the party’s first con- 
anoe it was farmed last 




(Con tonwd on page 3) 


11 shot and wounded 
in occupied lands 


OCCUPIED. JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — feraetf troops shot 
■as re wto d 11 ssoo o-tiup wing 
a dashes in toe Gaza 
Saturday, hosp it al officials 



: TvoPsfestinianiwerekffledby 
unknown assailants in the Gaza 
Strip but it was undear if they 
were kiBed for nationalist or cn- 
asati motives. 

Hospital officials aid a 54r 
year-bid man was stabbed to 
death in Gaza Gey Saturday. 
Residents add Ik was not known 
as a collaborator with the Israeli 
occupation authorities and at 
least two of fas sons were in 
prison for anti-Israeli activity in 
the two-year-oki Palestinian up- 
rising. 

A 40-year-old man was shot 
dead in tbe Btndj refugee camp 
late Friday, bat toe cjrcnrnstanccs 
of toe k£fong were unknown, resi- 
dents said. ' 

Israelis have killed at least 612 
Pfcfestnmutt daring the uprising. 

A Palestinian official was 
d on Saturday as saying the 
ine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) .coordinated with 
Hamas, an Islamic movement in 
the oca yie d territories, but dif- 
fered with it on haw to fight 
Israel. 

“Disagreement between toe 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion and Hamas movement is not 
an ideological one but on how to 
conduct the struggle against the 
enemy, ^Haci AJ Hasan told toe 
Qatari Al Raya newspaper. 

His remarks were carried by 
toe Qatari News Agency, moni- 
tored in Nicosia. 


Hasan, a member of the Cen- 
tral Committee of toe main- 
stream P k teh movement- of toe 
PLO, aid toe PLO coordinated 
with Hamas and would welcome 
it joining file Palestine National 
Council (PNC), toe Palestinian 
parimment-tn^atile. 

The PLO’s role in the uprising 
in tire West Bank and Gaza Strip 
has been challenged by Hamas, a 
radical secret movement which 
issues its own clandestine leaflets, 
calls for strikes and protests and 
has its own political covenant 

Bonn’s aid 

West Germany is to 
donate $4-5 million towards a 
sewage project in toe Bethlehem 
area, its biggest donation to 
Palestinians living in the occupied 
territories, Bonn’s Ambassador 
to Jordan said Saturday. 

The mayors of Bethlehem, Beit 
Sahour and Beit JaOa signed an 
agreement Saturday that finalised 
the dcaL 

West German Ambassador to 
Jordan Herwig Baitek arrived in 
Bethlehem from Amman to over- 
see the conclusion of the accord, 
ahready signed by tb c West Ger- 
man company GT2 on behalf of 
Bonn. Italy will donate a similar 
sum in equipment for tbe project. 

“By all standards, it is toe 
largest project we have financed 
until now in the occupied territor- 
ies,” Bartels told Reuters. 
“There was a vital need for the 
implementation of this project.” 

“They know of this project and 
they have been positive about it,” 
he said. 


Azeris seize buildings, 
demand Karabakh solution 


.MOSCOW (Agencies) — Azer- 
baijani natimiaHsts have seized 
government buddings and toe 
police headquarters in a city near 
the Iranian border and say they 

will stay there until (be republic’s 
territorial disp u te with Armenia , 
is resolved. 

A spokesman for toe Azerbai- 
jani Popular Front mass move- 
ment told Remers by . telephone 
from the local government offices 
in Lenkoran his organisation had 
taken over an public buildings, 
party and police headquarters 
and toe post office. 

“We are not claming any 
rights over these organisations,” 
he said. “Our aim is to urge ihem 
to take measures to stuve the 
Nagorno-Karabakh question.” 

Meanwhile Armenian protes- 
ters tried to surround villages in 
the disputed Caucasus mountain 
endaw and aca a ttcrcd dashes 
continued Saturday after a week 
of ethnic , violence in southern 
republics, state-run media said. 

Alleast one security officer has 

been reported killed and an un- 
known number of people have 


been reported injured. 

Tbe Armenians were targeting 
predominantly Azerbaijani! vil- 
lages in Nagorno-Karabakh, a 
mostly Christian Armenian en- 
clave inside the predominantly 
Muslim republic of Azerbaijan, 
said the Azerbaijani news agency 
Azerinfonn. 

Azcrinfond Deputy Director 
Savili Pe re tz said be knew of no 
casualties in toe attacks, which 
followed a reported raid Friday 
by Azerbaijanis wearing bullet- 
proof vests and armed with 
machine . guns on toe Armenian 
village of Manasfad. 

Tbe official news agency TASS 
said there were casualties in toe 
Friday raids but gave no details. 

Nagorno-Karabakh, a pre- 
mommantly Armenian Christian 
enclave of some 160,000 people, 
has been. tmtter Azerbaijani con- 
trol since 192$. Attempts to 
annex the eodave sparked unrest 
that left more than 200 dead in tbc 
past two years. The endave was 
transferred briefly last year to 

(Castoned on page 3) 


1 killed 
in Tripoli 
bombings 


BEIRUT (AP) — Three bombs 
exploded in the northern port of 
Tripoli Saturday during the 
morning rush hour, killing one 
person and wounding 10, soon 
after an explosive charge went off 
near the Saudi Arabian embassy 
in Beirut. 

Scattered clashes were re- 
ported between rival forces in 
Beirut and South Lebanon, but 
no oumalrics were reported. 

Police said panic swept Tripo- 
li’s central business section when 
the bombs detonated at a few 
minutes apart between 9 a.m. and 
9:15 a.m. (0700 and 0715 GMT). 

Police reported frightened 
motorists earned major traffic 
snarls as they tried to flee the 
area in Lebanon's second largest 
city, 80 kilometres north of 
Beirut. 

The bombs, each containing an 
estimated three kilogrammes of 


TNT, were planted on sidewalks, 
police reported. 

None of the feuding factions in 
Lebanon's 14-year-old dvQ war 
claimed responsibility for the 
bombings. 

But a police spokesman, who 
cannot be named under standing 
regulations, said tbe attacks 
appeared to be aimed at under- 
mining the Syrian military pre- 
sence in Tripoli. 

It has been policed by the 
Syrian army since 1983, when 
Syrian-b&cked tossident Palesti- 
nian groups forced Yasser Ara- 
fat's Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) one of their last 
stronshdld in Lebanon following 


stronghold 
Israers 198 


1982 invasion. 

“AH three explosions occurred 
10 to 15 metres from a Syrian 
army checkpoint," the spokes- 
man said. 

There were similar bombing 
campaigns in west - Beirut after 
Syrian troop6 deployed in Febru- 
ary 1987 to end three years of 
anarchy by feuding militias. 

Saturday’s explosions shattered 
windows within a three- 
kilometre radius, leaving streets 


carpeted with glass shards, and 
damaged 14 can, police reported. 

They said toe fatality from the 
first Mast was a 65-year-old elec- 
trical tools salesman. The other 
casualties were passers-by. 

Tripoli’s 850,000 inhabitants 
are mainly Sunni Muslims. Tbe 
dty’s coordination 'committee, 
which runs day-to-day adminis- 
trative affairs, blamed the bomb- 
ings on the forces of rebel Christ- 
ian leader Michel Aoun, who 
seeks to force tbe Syrian army out 
of Lebanon - 

“This is toe way tbe outlaw 
general sees fit to cany on his 
so-called war of liberation,” the 
committee declared in a state- 
ment. 

The two-tologramme bomb in 
Beirut exploded late Friday night 
under a car parked 80 metres 
from the abandoned Saudi Ara- 
bian embassy in tbe residential 
Manara neighbourhood of west 
Beirut 

Tbe explosions Set several 
other cars on fire, but no casual- 
ties were reported. 

Tbe embassy was dosed in 
1985 after it was ransacked and 
burned by militants. 

They were protesting Saudi 
curbs on the number of Iranians 
allowed to make the annual pil- 
grimage to Mecca. 

Aoun’s mainly Christian army 
units and Syrian-backed militias 
dashed with machine guns and 
rocket-propelled grenades before 
dawn across Beirut’s dividing 
green line. 

Police reported no casualties in 
the one-hour firefigfrt. But it 
underfilled a marked increase in 
tension in toe divided capital. 

At least four people have been 
killed and 12 wounded in gun bat- 
tles along the demarcation line in 
toe last week. 

The violence bas undermined 
an Arab League-brokered dvil 
war cease-fire that took effect last 
September, ending six months of 
fierce artiUery battles between 
Aoun’s troops and the Syrians in 
which more than 900 people 
killed. 

The hostilities reflect a worsen- 
ing political crisis triggered by 
Aoun’s defiance of Syrian-backed 
President Elias Hrawi’s govern- 
ment, formed m November to try 
to end the war in which an esti- 
mated 150,000 people have been 
killed since 1975. 


No tough measures needed to stop 
influx of Palestinians, deputies say 


By Nermeea Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Reports of a “wor- 
rying exodus" of Palestinians 
from the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip to Jordan 
may be a reason for deep analysis 
and reassessment, and shed light 
on the true magnitude of the 
problem, but it does not yet 
require "tough measures to stop 
the exodus.” 

Although a reported 45.594 
Palestinians have left tbe Israeli- 
occupied territories since mid- 
1983, only “a percentage of these 
have lost their right of return," 
said Mohammad Edwan, head of 
the Ministry of Interior's control 
and inspection department. 

The cause for worry over this 
figure is that the larger number of 
these Palestinians left since the 
beginning of the uprising in the 
occupied West Bank in Decem- 
ber 1987, indicating a definite 
connection between toe deteriorating 
living conditions in toe occupied 
territories as a result of ' the 26- 
month-old anti-occupation revolt 
and the flight of larger numbers 
of Palestinians from die terri- 
tories. 

According to Edwan. almost 
24,000 Palestinians left the terri- 
tories in 1989 and tbe 1988 figure 


shows an increase of 10,000 over 
the 1987 figure. 

In answer to a Jordan Times 

S uestion on tbe accuracy of these 
gures during a Lower House of 
Parliament session Saturday, In- 
terior Minster Salem Masa’adeh 
could not confirm the figures 
given by Edwan but said: “If 
these figures arc correct then this 
is a very sorrowful situation.” 
“I am sorry that such a high 
number of Palestinians would 
succumb to Israeli pressure... we 
hope that Palestinians would re- 
main steadfast in their home- 
land," Masa’adeb said. 

The minister added that the 
“pli ght of the Palestinians is also 
our plight. ...It is a human 
problem." 

The Interior Ministry’s depart- 
ment Of control and inspection 
has been a target of strong public 
and parliamentary criticism since 
its creation immediately after Jor- 
dan's July 1988 derision to sever 
legal and administrative links 
with the West Bank. 

Deputies have been insisting 
on abolishing toe department and 
mini miring routine bureaucracy 
in crossing the bridges connecting 
Jordan wrto tbe occupied territor- 
ies. Routine practices and inspec- 
tion .on these bridges have been 
seen as a form of “harassment*' of 


incoming Palestinians. 

The release of the number of 
Palestinians crossing into Jordan 
since mid-19S3 by the department 
is seen by some deputies “as an 
attempt to stop calls for making 
toe crossing process easier." 

According to Amman Deputy 
Taher Al Masri, “using the word 
exodus io describe tbe situation is 
aimed at defending an ‘official 
policy’ which would place more 
controls on the crossing of 
Palestinians into Jordan from the 
occupied territories. “This ex- 
pression is really harmful,” Masri 
said. 

According to Masri, and sever- 
al other deputies interviewed by 
toe Jordan limes calls for facili- 
tating the routines at these 
bridges are “humanitarian alls.” 

“These people stand in lines 
for hours and are routinely kept 
waiting and harassed by customs’ 
officials." said Masri/ “We are 
not calling for their migration to 
Jordan or opening the doors for a 
new population to come into the 
Kingdom,” he said. 

Edwan expressed his belief that 
this “transfer of the population is 
tragic," but according to parlia- 
mentarians interviewed by tbe 
Jordan Times “toe tragedy lies in 
our (Arab) responsibility in this 
situation.” 


“These figures only indicate 
that there has to be a complete 
revision of the Arab strategy to- 
wards supporting the steadfast- 
ness of the Palestinian people in 
toe occupied territories,” Deputy 
Husni Al Sbiyyab told the Jordan 
Times. 

He added that Jordan's role in 
toe support of the occupied terri- 
tories “cannot be independent of 
a complete and comprehensive 
Arab strategy." 

“Our policies so far are lame 
because they excluded the milit- 
ary option and did not develop it 
hand in hand with the political 
option." he added. 

“This exodus, even if we caD it 
that, is a reflection of a reality in 
the territories which has compel- 
led toe citizens there to abandon 
their positions in the struggle to 
seek security,” Amman Deputy 
Fakhri Kawar said. 

Asked if he felt that the Arab 
support for the Palestinian upris- 
ing was lacking Kawar said: “It is 
almost non-existent.” 

Edwan warned that the num- 
ber of “migrating” Palestinians 
“is increasing day by day and 
month by month," and said those 
figures exdude students studying 
abroad and “those who left the 
territories for pressing personal 
reasons” such as illness. 


Differences over strategy 
block PLO reunification 


By Lands K. Andoni 

Jordan Totes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Despite recent sig- 
nals of a possible return of three 
Damascus-based Palestinian dis- 
sident groups to tbe folds of toe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), serious differences 
remain over the Palestinian pace 
strategy. 

According to Palestinian offi- 
cials, toe Syrian-backed factions, 
which oppose the leadership of 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
are still insisting on dropping the 
13-month-old Palestinian peace 
strategy as a basic precondition 
for reconciliation. 

The groups, ind tiding Saiqa, 
the Popular Front for the libera- 
tion of Palestine-General Com- 
mand (PFLP-GC) and Fateh-Up- 
rising, are demanding a return to 
the 1964 Palestinian charter, 
which raHs for the establishment 
of a Palestinian state in all of 
Palestine. 

“We welcome their return but 
the gap is wide and so far we do 
not see any serious steps taken 
towards reconciliation,’’ a PLO 
official said. 

Tbe PFLP-GC and Saiqa broke 
away in 1983 after supporting a 
Syrian-backed mutiny against 
Arafat's leadership of the main- 
stream Fateh movement. The rift 
was further deepened by differ- 
ences over Arafat's peace moves 


and since then toe breakaway 
groopfi have boycotted the ses- 
sions of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC), the Palestinian 
parliament-in-exile. 

Two weeks ago. however, re- 
ports from Damascus said that 
the fonner-PNC speaker, Khaled 
Fahoum, had launched a re- 
conciliation and reunification 
initiative. PLO officials in Tunis 
immediately welcomed the initia- 
tive and said that the representa- 
tives of these groups could attend 
any future meeting of tbe PNC. 

The reports gave way to spe- 
culations that Syria has finally 
decided to disengage itself from 
“internal Palestinian rivalries" 
and that the dessident groups 
have decided to rejoin the PLO 
partly for fear of isolation. 

But. according to Palestinian 
officials in Damascus, the dissi- 
dent group’s position seems to 
have been hardened by the fail- 
ture of peace efforts to realise any 
tangible progress. 

They said that Fahoum, who 
has been heading toe Palestine 
National Salvation Front coali- 
tion since 1985, had actually in- 
cluded very dear preconditions to 
his initiative. 

They said that Faboum's initia- 
tive called for. a reunification on 
the basis of commitment to the 
PLO charter and all of the resolu- 
tions of tbe PNC except those 


adopted in 1984, 1987 and 1988. 

“It should not be understood 
that onr position is that let 
bygone be bygones; reunification 
should be based on a new Palesti- 
nian strategy," Omar Shihab, a 
senior PEFLP-GC official, told 
the Jordan Times in a telephone 
interview. ' 

Shihab said that these precon- 
ditions were included in 
Fahoum 's initiative, which the 
former PNC speaker put forward 
three weeks ago during a Palesti- 
nian political initiative, but 
Fahoum's initiative was con- 
tained in a speech be made three 
weeks ago,” the Palestinian offi- 
cial said. 

“The short-righted leadership 
which has given many conces- 
sions should reassess in position, 
he said. “We should uot be toe 
’ ones to reassess our position." 

PLO officials in Tunis, howev- 
er, said that such conditions were 
unacceptable. “Arafat has a veiy 
positive attitude towards recon- 
, dilation but he would not accept 
any preconditions," a PLO offi- 
cial said. 

The demand by the dissident 
groups that the PLO should re- 
consider its strategy coincides 
with internal Palestinian press- 
ures, mainly by the PFLP of Dt. 
George Habash to hold a PNC 
session to reassess the organisa- 
tion’s approach to peace. 


Romania postpones elections 
after outlawing Communists 


BUCHAREST (Agencies) — A 
top official of the National 
Peasants’ Party said Saturday that 
Romanian President Ion Diescu 
bad agreed tbe first free elections 
in 43 years should be delayed to 
give opposition patties more time 
to organise. 

Ion Barbus, vice-president of 
the Peasants’ Party, said it and 
other emerging political groups 
had reached agreement with Ilies- 
cu and the ruling National Salva- 
tion Front (NSF) but that no 
precise date had been fixed. 

“The president and tbe NSF 
agree in principle that the elec- 
tions should be set at a later date 
but it is not yet official and no 
date has been fired,” Barbus told 
Renters. 

“We would like elections to be 
held between July and September 
to give os time to organise prop- 
erly," he added. 

The NSF, which took power 
after Communist dictator Nicolae 
Ccansesca was overthrown in a 
revolution last month, 
pledged to bold elections in 
April. 

Thousands of anti-communist 
demonstrators shouted "victory" 
after President Ion Diescu told 
them the party was outlawed. 


three weeks after the violent re- 
volution that toppled Nicolae 
Ceausescu. 

“The front is with us,” demon- 
strators in the crowd of 5.000 
people yelled, referring to toe 
NSF. Iliescu’s announcement was 
broadcast live on state radio and 
television. 

The announcement came hours 
after tbe crowd had shouted 
down Diescu and other leaders 
who tried to speak. Demonstra- 
tors yeOcd “Down with commun- 
ism’* and “kill the Co mmunists ." 
They burned a Romanian Com- 
munist flag and Communist iden- 
tification papers. 

Friday was a national day of 
mourning, with religious cere- 
monies held across the country in 
memory of the victims of the 
revolution. 

Diescu, himself a former Com- 
munist, made the announcement 
from the window of the building 
where the interim government 
has its headquarters os the Vic- 
toria Square. 

Romanian Communist Party is 
outlawed, considering that it is 
against the national spirit and our 
ancestor’s law," be said. 

Diescu however did not say 
what the decision would mean for 


current members of the party. 
Much of Romania's new lead- 
ership is composed of Commun- 
ists. 

Before the Communists took 
power in 1948 Romania was ruled 
by a constitutional monarchy. 

Romania’s newly appointed 
general prosecutor Gheoighe 
Robu told Romanian TV Friday 
all leading members of toe Roma- 
nian Communist Party were 
under arrest and their role in the 
Ceausescu regime was under in- 
vestigation. He said the trials 
would begin within 10 days. 

He said Ceausescu’s children 
and brothers, who were arrested 
in the first days of the revolt, 
would be (nought to trial soon. 

Diescu also told tbe crowd that 
a national referendum would be 
held Jan. 28 on whether the death 
sentence should be reinstated for 
members of Ceausescu’s hated 
security police. 

The feared Securitate con- 
tinued to battle the army even 
after Ceausescn was overthrown 
Dec. 22 by popular revolt. 

Ceausescu was executed with 
his wife Elena, considered no. 2 
in the party, on Dec. 25. The 

(Continued on page 3) 


Iraq to 

match 

Iranian 

prisoner 

release 

BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq will 
free 50 disabled Iranian prisoners 
of war (PoWs) to match a similar 
release by Tehran, the first PoW 
exchange in more than a year. 
Red Cross officials said Saturday. 

The move came amid support 
by both sides for a Soviet propos- 
al to mediate peace talks that 
haye been deadlocked virtually 
since they started Aug. 25. 1988. 
five days after a United Nations- 
sponsored ceasefire halted the 
eight-year Gulf war. 

But U.N. officials who have 
sought m vain to revive the nego- 
tiations say deep differences still 
remain over implementation of 
tbe U.N. Security Council's ceas- 
efire resolution. 

The disputes have left an esti- 
mated 100,000 captives held by 
both sides languishing in PoW 
camps. Some of them have been 
held since the early stages of (he 
war that broke out in September 
1980. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross officials said the 
Iranians would be freed after the 
50 Iraqis were released and flown 
to Baghdad. 

Iran's ambassador to toe Un- 
ited Nations, Kama! Kharrazi, 
announced in New York earlier 
this week that Tehran would re- 
lease the ailing Iraqi captives and 
said he hoped Iraq would recipro- 
cate. 

One of the Red Cross officials 
said the Iraqi authorities have 
“promised to reciprocate with the 
release of an equal number." 

The Iraqi PoWs are scheduled 
to be set free Wednesday, the 
officials said. The ICRC super- 
vises prisoner exchanges between 
tbe two Gulf countries. 

The officiate, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said a Swiss 
airliner has been chartered to fly 
the Iraqis to Baghdad. 

UJM. officials have registered 
55,000 PoWs held by Iran and 
19,500 by Iraq. But they believe 
the total held by both sides is 
about 100,000. 

The 1948 Geneva Convention 
stipulates that all prisoners of war 
should be released when hostili- 
ties cease. But the captives held 
by the two sides have become 
pawns in the political manoeuvr- 
ing by Iran and Iraq. 

In 1988, the two sides ex- 
changed about 400 disabled and 
ailing prisoners. But the opera- 
tion collapsed in November of 
that year amid charges by both 
sides of falsifying the number of 
captives seeking asylum. 

Earlier this month Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein offered to 
restart the peace talks, adding 
that Iraq was ready to exchange 
all disabled and sick prisoners. 



Bulgarian talks reach 
accord on ethnic issue 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgarian 
nationalists, Muslims and govern- 
ment and apposition representa- 
tives have readied an agreement 
aimed at defusing ethnic tension. 

An 11-point document, pro- 
duced after five days of talks, set 
out a list of proposals including 
tibe right of all Bulgarians to 
choose their own names and prac- 
tise any religion. 

"Nobody has the right to force 
any one to change his name, bat 
if anyone elects to alter it of their 
own free will they should be 
guaranteed the right to do so,” 
the document said. 

It added that a special law on 
the right to choose names should 
be passed by .the end of next 
month. 

Vasfl Mruchkov, vice president 
of the state council, told a news 
conference after the talks that the 1 
draft document would be final- 
ised and submitted to parliament. 

The five-day talks were hastily 
arranged last Sunday after tens of 
thousands of Bulgarians demons- 
trated against the Communist au- 
thorities' decision to reverse an 
assimilat ion camp ai g n against the 
country’s l.S millio n ethnic Turks 
and other Muslims. 

The campaign, which promp- 
ted an exodus of more than 
300,000 ethnic Turks from Bul- 
garia to Turkey last summer, 
forced ethnic Turks and other 
Muslims to adopt Bulgarian 
names and curbed' their religious 
practices. 

Opposition activists who 
attended the talks said file docu- 
ment was intended to clarify cer- 
tain parts of the constitution con- 
cerning citizen’s ethnic rights and 
allay fears in some Bulgarian 


provinces that the large ethnic 
Turkish population would seek 
autonomy. 

“We hope that this declaration 
will pacify people’s emotions,” 
said Zhdyu Zbelev, leader of the 
Union of Democratic Forces, an 
umbrella body including the 
country’s 11 main opposition 
groups. 

“There are certain guarantees 
in the declaration for the regions 
where the people fear most inse- 
cure and threatened.” 

Mincho MSncbev, spokesman 
of the Union for the Protection of 
National Interests which had pro- 
tested against the reversal of the 
assimilation campaign , told West- 
ern journalists he accepted the 
agreement unconditionally. 

He said he believed a wave of 
anti-Turkish strikes and demon- 
strations that took place last week 
would end. 

In an apparent attempt to reas- 
sure Bulgarians that their rights 
were not threatened by conces- 
sions to ethnic minorities, the 
document stressed that the coun- 
try’s sovereignty should be safe- 
guarded, and no citizen should 
have the right to hoist a' foreign 
flag. 

It added that Bulgarian would 
remain the official language in 
educational institutions and pub- 
lic associations as well as for 
official documents. 

“In other places of everyday 
communication and personal re- 
lations people can use whatever 
language they tike,” the docu- 
ment said. 

The document also went some 
way towards placating national- 
ists who had demanded a referen- 
dum or a moratorium on the 


ethnic issue by proposing that a 
parliamentary commission, beaded 
by Bulgarian leader Petar 
Mladenov, should be formed to 
gramme the question. 

“This parliamentary commis- 
sion should work out a complete 
programme so fliat lasting nation- 
al policy can be carried out for a 
change in file constitution and 
present legislation,” it said. 

The programme should be 
drawn up “with broad discussion 
by the people.” ' 

Union of Democratic Forces 
spokesman Petar Bexon said that 
while ethnic Turks were already 
free to use their original names in 
private, changing them officially 
would take longer. 

“Until new identity cards and 
other documents are issued they 
can’t be used in legal matters,” be 
told the news conference. 

Although the various groups 
attending the talks in Sofia 
reached agreement on the docu- 
ment, some Bulgarians said they 
feared the consensus would not 
filter through to the provinces 
where the ethnic tension is at its 
highest. 

“ha practical terms this is neith- 
er a step forward nor a step back 
— if s a step to the ride,” one 
Bulgarian commented after the 
talks. 

“If the natio nalis ts are dissatis- 
fied with the decision I am 90 per 
cent sure there will be more 
protests,” said Vessflin Volcfaev, 
a Bulgarian from the south east- 
ern town of Kurdzhati who said 
he had been ostracised at home 
for his supp o rt of ethnic Turks. 

“I’m not saying the situation is 
dangerous, but it’s unpleasant,” 
be said. 


Few government officials survive 


criticism by Somali party paper 


MOGADISHU (R) — Somalis 
are queuing up to ogle headlines 
in Ogaal, the tough-talking tab- 
loid of the country’s ruling party, 
and read all about its latest swipes 
at the government. . 

The six-page weekly paper of 
file Somali Socialist Revolution- 
ary Party has spent months lam- 
basting top government officials 
for th^ir shortcomings — and few 
of those named have survived its 
criticism. 

People who normally show lit- 
tle interest in the country's tightly 
controlled press aresuddenly be- 
coming newspaper addicts. Every 
Friday morning they jostle to 
snap up the latest edition of 
Ogaal. Latecomers offer huge 
sums for photocopies. 

Last year Ogaal blamed the 
central bank governor for a cash 
shortage and the disappearance 


from circulation of new 500 shin- 
ing notes. He was fired after a 
few hard-hitting editorials. 

The chief of police was the next 
to go. Ogaal then tamed its gups 
on the cabinet — denouncing two 
ministers each week for alleged 
corruption and inefficiency. 

Just as readers were be ginning 
to wonder who there was left to 
attack apart from President 

Mo hammad Siad Bane himself, 
Ogaal declared in an editorial last 
Friday that the entire government 
should resign “because it had 
failed to tackle the co un t r y’s so- 
cial and economic problems.” 
Siad Bane announced four 
days later that he had dissolved 
fire government and would short- 
ly form a new administration. . 

The prudent, who has ruled 
Somalia with an iron hand for file 
past 20 years, is widely assumed 


to be the author of OgaaTs sting- 
ing attacks on members of the 
gov ernm ent. 

Official sources said Com- 
merce Minister Abdikassim Salad 
Hassan told a cabinet meeting be 
was pr epare d to expose the true 
author of Ogaal’s tirades. 

He then grinned broadly at the 
president. 

- . i c- -. -••• T 

. Somalia's short cpxpings jure 
real enough. 

The poverty-stricken count r y 
of nomadic herdsmen is tom by 
civil war and the government is 
riddled with corruption. 

Most Western aid donors have 
suspended aid to Somalia in pro- 
test at human rights violations by 
the government’s security forces 
and the regular diversion of de- 
velopment funds into the pockets 
of senior officials. 


Egyptian dig finds dwarf 


Giza, Egypt (R) — Experts 
have uncovered the bones and 
statue of a dwarf named Pr-N- 
Ankb who was the companion 
of Egypt’s pharaoh 4,000 years 
ago. 

The basalt figure, brought 
out of a sealed vault on Thurs- 
day, is about 40 centimitres 
high and shows him seated on a 
chair, his left arm across his 
chest. 

He bolds a long stick re- 
sembling an oar. His other 
hand, resting on his lap, holds 
an instrument resembling a 
spatula, indicating he was a 
high official. 

Zahi Hawass, director- 
general of the Giza Pyramids 
area -outside Cairo, the man 
who directed the dig, calls the 
statue “wonderful, unique.” 

Only one previous statue of 
a dwarf has been found in 
Giza, a scribe named Seneb, 
discovered in the early 1900s. 
The tombs were near each 


other and Hawass says the 
diggers may now have located 
a burial ground of dwarfs in 
Giza. 

Little is known about dwarfs' 
in ancient Egypt Hawass said 
some were jesters who enter- 
tained royalty. Others held 
official posts like Seneb the 
Scribe. 

Hieroglyphic inscriptions 
said Pr-N-Ankh was “a close 
associate of the king in the 
great palace.” 

Pr-N-Ankh’s statue was 
found by Mahmoud Afifi, an 


nating stone figure and the 
inscriptions on its walls, was 
uncovered only last week. 

“I looked through a spy bole 
\n the serdab and saw the 
statue of the dwarf,” Afifi said. 

Archaeologists said they did 
not know why the dwarf offi- 
cial was holding an oar or what 
it meant, or why his serdab was 
outside his tomb, not inside it 


as was customary in the age. 
“It is the first time we find a 


an tiqui ties inspector. 


told Reuters he stum- 
bled on a six-metre tomb four 
months ago while removing 
sand from nearby burial cham- 
bers and uncovered two statues 
of women, now believed to be 
Pr-N-Ankh’s wives. 

Thigh bones of a dwarf were 
in one of the tomb’s three 
shafts but Pr-N-Ankh’s nearby 
serdab or vault, with its fad- 


serdab in the old kingdom out- 
side the tomb. Serdabs were 
always found inside tombs of 
employees,” Hawas said. 

“The only serdabs we have 
found outside the tombs were 
those of royalty. This discovery 
is unique.” 

Hawass and Afifi also found 
day and alabaster urns and 
plates, five unusual-looking 
sacrificial col umns and pieces 
of wood, probably part of a 
small chair or bed for the 
dwarf. 


Baghdad 
to send 
envoy to 
Ankara 


on water 


cut-off 


BAGHDAD (AP) — The gov- 
ernment will send a senior envoy 
to Ankara Sunday to seek to 
persuade Turkish authorities to 
shorten a planned month-long cut 
in the flow of the Euphrates 
River, officials reported 
Saturday. 

Ministry of Irrigation and Agri- 
culture officials mid First Under- 
secretary Abdul Sattar Salman 
would head a high-level delega- 
tion to the Turkish capital to 
dismiss problems arising from cut- 
ting the Euphrates flow. 

The move, the second Iraqi 
mission to Ankara in as many 
weeks, was announced as the 
Turks were scheduled to halt the 
flow to fill up the reservoir at the 
giant Atatnrk- hydroelectric dam 
in southeastern Anatolia pro- 
vince. 

That will drastically reduce the 
amount of water flowing south to 
Syria and Iraq. Their dependence 
on the Euphrates has heightened 
in recent years when they, like 
other countries in the arid region, 
have been hit by drought. 

The river will not be totally 
blocked, as tributaries below the 
Atatnrk Dam will still provide 
some water. 

There was no immediate reac- 
tion from Damascus to Saturdays 
scheduled cut-off, which will re~ 
dnee the normal flow of 500 cubic 
metres a second to about one- 
fourth of that level. 

The senior irrigation official in 
A1 Qaim, near the Syrian border 
where the Euphrates runs- into 
Iraq, told the Associated Press by 
telephone that the water level 
registered eariy Saturday was 163 
cubic metres a second. 

That was understood to be well 
below the. normal level for this 
time of year, taking the lack of 
rain into account. 

The Euphrates has an average 
annual discharge of 31 million 
cubic metres. But tot year that 
level had been expected to drop 
to 17 m&fion cufcte' metres,- less 
than Jj&q? deeds Tor irrigation in 
file central Mesapotanuan plain 
south of Baghdad. 


Turkey has said it will resume 
the Euphrates normal flow of 500 


cubic metres of water a second to 
Syria Feb. 13. The level of the 
river when it readies Iraq, 480 
kilometres to the southeast, is 
considerably lower. 

Iraq is less dependent on the 
Euphrates than Syria because it 
also has the Tigris River, winch 
has an avegpge flow of 42,000 
cubic metres a year. 

The’ Iraqis have said that the 
Euphrates cut-off will not trigger 
a major disaster, but stress it 
could cause widespread agricultu- 
ral damage and will sharply re- 
duce wheat and rice yields in the 
central and southern regions of 
the country. 

The government sent Deputy 
Foreign Minister Nizar Hamdoun 
to Ankara last month to ask 
Turkey to reduce the cut-off to 
two weeks instead of the 30 days 
announced by Ankara. 

But the tints have not re- 
sponded and gone ahead with 
plans to block the river to fill the 
newly built Atatnrk reservoir so 
they can start np the dam’s huge 
generators. 

President Saddam Hussein met 
Wednesday with the leadership of 
the ruling Baath Socialist Party 
and the Revolutionary Command 
Council to discuss the issue and 
take “the necessary political and 
technical precautions” .to handle 
the situation, Baghdad’s official 
media reported. 

It gave no details of what mea- 
sures would be taken to face the 
water cut 



AN TSBAFJ.l army jeep (foreground) dears a roadblock as Israeli erected to make access to the 
soldiers staid in file background after troops had killed two right) waits to pass. 
Palestinians hi the occupied West Barit fast week. The roadblock was 


difficult. A UJf. vebidte (back! 


Maghreb ministers study integration 


i«»- T 


TUNIS (R) — The foreign minis- 
ters of five Maghreb countries 
began talks on doser regional 
integration and joint negotiations 
with the European Community 
(EC) Friday in advance of an 
Arab Maghreb Union s ummi t la- 
ter in the month. 

The union, set up last February 
by Algeria, Libya, Mauretania, 
Morocco and Tunisia, hopes to 
transform itself into a regional 
common market. 

Tunisian Foreign Minister 
Abdul Hamid Escbokh told the 
ministers in an opening session 
that the union had made a promis- 
ing start by putting in place most 
of the common institutions. 

“A new stage on the road to 
mriomst action will start today in 
Tonis... it is our task to find the 
best means to stengthen our re- 
gional grouping,” he added. 

.Tunisian affidhl said two of tin; . 
most important proposals pre- 
pared by junior ministers' earlier' 
fins week were to create a perma- 
nent secretariat for the union and 
to talk as a group -with the Euro- 
pean Community on matters such 
as trade and emigration. 

The union now has only a small 
secretariat which follows the 
rotating chairmanship. Morocco 
has held the chair since February 


and is the process of handing over 
to Tunisia. 

The five countries are likely to 
contest the siting of the perma- 
nent secretariat fiercely. Algeria 
and Morocco are at a disadvan- 
tage because of the dispute over 
file Western Sahara, where 
Moroccan troops are fi ghting 
Fobsario guerrillas traditionally 
supported by Algeria. 

The five heads of state have 
agreed to meet in Tunis from Jan. 
21 to 23 to tool; at their foreign . 
ministers’ proposals. 

* But Tunisia had to postpone 
the s ummit twice because first 
King Hassan of Morocco and 
then Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadbafi said they could not make 
dates previously announced. 

Hie timetabling difficulties 
underlined the union’s vulner- 
ability to the w hims of its leaders, 
diplomats said.. 

...GCCta 


The Arab Gulf ministers will 
meet in Muscat Monday to dis- 
cuss fiie effecs on Arab states of 
the political and economic 
changes sweeping the world, the 
Gulf News Agency (GNA) said. 

Bahrain’s Information Minister 
Tariq Almoayyed, Oman’s Minis- 
ter of State for Foreign Affairs 


Yousef Ben Alawi Abdullah and 
Kuwaiti Finance Minis ter Jassim 
Mohammad A1 Khorafi would 
take part in the meeting, the first 
of its kind, GNA said. 

Gulf officials say die tripartite 
committee formed by leaders 
of fife six-member Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) at their 
annual summit Muscat last De- 
cember — wfll try to formulate 
policies to cope with new trends 
worldwide. 

The changes include the uni- 
fied European market in 1992, 
superpower fletente, and political 
upheavals in Eastern Europe. 

The GCC, a political and eco- 
nomic alliance', comprises 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia and the United 
' Arab Emirates. 

Kuwait, die only GCC country 
with a parliamentary tradition, is 
in fife throes of heated debate on 
■ the advantages and disadvantages 
of reviving its dissolved parlia- 
ment following a series of vocal 
pro-democracy demonstrations. • 

Ibe Kuwaiti government has 
ruled out a reinstatement of parr 
liameqt, dissolved in 1986, but has 
said it may soon lift censorship 
■imposed on the country’s media 
more than three years ago -and 
was considering new ways of 


m govern- 
ment and tegjsiation, 

Gulf newspapers in' the past 
few weeks have repeat edfy uqjed 
Arab governments- to respond 
to democratic changes in Eastern 
Europe. . . 

“The virus of democracy will 
spread in file Arab World, and it 
will-enter cities andyfllag^etther 
peacefully or through uprisings,” 
file Sharjah-based" AT Kbafeej 
said Thurabry. . J"j~ \ .> ' 
“Will we (Arabs) forever, .i*".- 
mam a nation with its sobs and 
daughters prevented from prac- 
tising their freedom trf speech, 
thought, work and ietf-defer-. 
urination?” the paper asked. - '■ 
Officials within fife GCC coun- 
tries say political changes, wili 
come but slowly and will., be 
gilided by their governments; 

“No-one wants toseea repeat 
of what happened in Apaania, 

with thousands of peopleiSfed... 
chahgeswOl occur but iiftifehesl 
15-20 years,” one officttL^said 
recently. ; ' '.' •’fv.'v 1 

Bahrain’s dafly.Al Ayyam 
Saturday quoted Abduflitii A1 
Quwaiz, assistant secretary 
general of the GCC for'finanoal - 
affairs, as saying fife : Transfers 
“will study a wodting plan to- 
wards these developments.” _■ 
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Badr firing draws mixed reaction 




CAIRO (Agencies) — President 
Hosnx Mubarak's decision Friday 
to fire a highly unpopular interior 
minister drew varied reactions 
from Egyptian?, some of whom 
said the former official should go 
on trial “like (former Romanian 
leader Nkolae) Ceausescu.” 

Zaki Badr, in control of police 
forces since 1986, was disliked in 
some drdes because of his harsh 
crackdown ou Muslim fun- 
damentalists. But he was also 
criticised by non-political people 
for the foul language he used to 
describe Egypt’s opposition par- 
ties. 

“X feel as if I have been re- 
lieved of a nightmare,” said col- 
umnist Ahmad Bahaaeddin who 
writes for the daily state-run A1 
Abram. 

“This is a relief not just for me, 
but for everyone. The prescient 
will gain a very large popularity 
with this move." 

The move is seen by many as 
being just about in time. 

Yet Mubarak’s dismissal of 
Badr was unexpected. He has 
previously ignored blasts from 
the opposition ami from journal- 


ists over Badris shop tongue and 
iron-fisted security operations 
which at one time last year led to 
the detention of 6,000 alleged 
Muslim fundamentalists. 

“I wouldn’t have expected it to 
happen that quickly,” said 
Mohammed Sid Ahmad, a left- 
. leaning political analyst. 

“The more important element 
was that removing him would 
seem like satisfying not so much 
those insulted, but also the ex- 
tremist groups.” 

In a speech Badr gave last 
week at the provincial town of 
Benha north of Cairo, he re- 
portedly took his insults one step 
further and attacked cabinet 
ministers, lawyers and journal- 
ists. 

Quotioqg a 9th century Islamic 
scholar 'who advocated killing 
one- third of the population in 
order to save the rest, Badr said 
he wanted to get rid of only one 
per cent of Egyptians, 500,000 
people. 

Columnist Mustapha Amin 
questioned Friday in the daily 
state-run A1 Akhbar whether 
Badr and his offensive tongue 


were reflective of the official 
view, or his personal opinion. 

Badris dismissal and replace- 
ment by another career police- 
man was .announced by. presiden- 
tial decree Friday, taking many 
political analysts by surprise. 

“Clipping Zaki badris wings is 
a public relations triumph for 
Mubarak,” said one diplomat. 
“He wfll take the credit from an 
intelligentsia that detested Badris 
methods and manners.” 

During his eight-year rule, 61- 
year-cld Mubarak has tried to 
maintain social equilibrium by 
balancing opposing power 
groups, catting them down to size 
when they threatened to pre- 
dominate. 

Last April be sacked Moham- 
mad Abdul Halim Abu Ghazala, 
the defence minister and second 
most powerful man in Egypt. 

Tfje move was seen then by 
some analysts as keeping the 
military establishment in check. 

Badr singled out Islamic fun- 
damentalists for particular abuse, 
calling them pigs and dogs. 

For many — and possibly 
Mubarak himself — the final 


straw came last Tuesday when an 
opposition newspaper listed m 
detail the obscene insults Badr is 
allegedto have used-ifepnblidy. 
attacking writers, scholars and. 
-politicians- 

Badris successor is very diffe- 
rent in character. 


Mohammad. Abdul JHatim 
Mqsa, 59, is known for hfc cour- 
teous, measured approach and a 
willingness to oriistder dialogue 

with the opposition- But be is also 

a firm upholder of -the; Jaw.--' 

“The opposition parties 
part of the system...' -we must* 
listen to other opi ni o n s,”' he said 
in remarks to report ers as he 
arrived at the Interior Ministry to 
take up his appointment . 

Zh amtrast Badr made.ito ^ 
fraction between the pffichdly 
banned but tolerated Muslim 
Brotherhood and the outlawed 
Muslim militants who preach re- 
volution. 


“It didn't matter when he ham- 
mered impoverished provincials 


working underground n the teae- 
ment areas of Egyptian cities and 
towns,” said a Western diplomat- 
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ZfcOO ......... News summary in Arabic 

PROGRAMME- TWO 

17:50 Td Pere Tel Hh 

18:15 L’ecotedc fans 

1M0 NewsmFreach 

19:15 ........................ Doc umen t ar y 

19J9 Newt in Hebrew 

IMS Varieties programme 

2fc60 Newt in Arabic 

2fc38 Who’s the Boss? 

21:10 "The Struggle for 

2240 News in 

2200 Game Set and Match 


MS30 - ‘Asr 

1654 Maghreb 

18:15 bha 

CHURCHES 

St- Mary of Nazareth Orarch SwriBdh, 
TeL 810740 

Assem blies oT God Chsrch, Tel. 
<532783. 

SL J n upti Church TeL 624590. 
Chew* of the Anoudadaa TeL 
637440. 

De b Sale Cbarch TeL 6617S7 
T err a— i b Ctrardi Teh 622366 
Cbmnch of the A—datkm Tel. 
623541. 

Amgraa Ghardh TeL 625383, Tel 
628S43. 

Armenian Catholic Cbarch Tel. 
771331. 

Arm enian Orthodox Cbarch Tel. 
773261. 

84. Epbratm Cbarch TeL 771751. 
Amman Imernaflenal Cbarch TeL 
683326. 

ErangeBeal L ut he ran Cbarch TeL 
811295. 

Tbe Cbarch of Jems Christ of Latter- 
Day Salats Tel. 815817 and 654932. 


possible scatt ered showers, 
m tbe southern regkm of the I 

Winds will be tight and 

coming at timet sooth ea sterly mod- 
erate. 

la Aqaba, it wffl be partly cloudy 
and there win be a chance for s ca tt e red 
showers. Winds wtil be oortberiy mod- 
erate and seas calm. 


MmJmax. fwp 

3 / 12 

- 12/18 

Deserts 3/14 


Aqaba.. 


Jordan Valley .... g / 17 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 11, Aqaba 17. Humidity » w »i< ii i > e 
Amman 30 per cent. Aqaba 28 per 


NIGHT DUTY 


Meteorology. 


•5:11 

06:32 

11*43 


1„Z. Dfaehr 


Weak and stable airmsss is affecting 
fee area; so it will be partly doody wit h 


AMMAN:. 

Dr. Kbaldooa Rfoob .. 826919 

Dr. Ibrahim Abu Koota ......... 673840 

Dr. Yonsef Bashed 846301 

Dr. Wad Khartabil ... 669917 

Kras pharmacy 661912 


Fetriow* pharmacy 778336 

AlAsema pharmacy ........ 637055 


Naironkh phanuq 623672 

A 1 Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yaoonb pharmacy 644943 

S ht uc isani pharmacy 637660 

mum): 

Dr. Ali A1 Omari H 

A1 Sharaa’ pharmacy ..... (985238) 

ZAKQAr 

Dr. Maysoun Hanna (— ) 

KhaKfcn pharmacy ...............985417 

MERGE 

Qvil Defence D ep a r t m e n t ...... 661111 

GvO Defence 

Rescue — 630341 

CW Defence E mer gency 199 

Rescue Pofice §2, 621111. 637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 773121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic foGee 896390 

Platte Security Ocps i aac a t 630321 

Hotel Complaints 60S800 

Price Coraphnati .................. 661176 

Water ana Sewerage 

Complaints.— 897467 

Amman Mum c feali t y 

rh mplM W 787111 

Tefcohoac In form ation 

( d ire c to ry atritraoct) ............ 121 

Overseas (ja& ............... 010230 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repaint 623101 

Abfeu! Telephone Repairs .....661101 

Jordan Tdeidshm 773111 

Racfio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Etectrioty Authority ...815613 
Electric Power 

Company — ...... — 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08*33200 

Queen Alia 1ml. Airport. 08-53200 


Ibu Sins Hospital 
IRIHD: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. ((C) 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02) 

Ihn A1 Nafecs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: . 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 



hospitals 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

■ Kbafidi Maternity, J. Anm— 644281/6 
Afcaeh Maternity. J. Ann.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman ..636140 

Palestine. Shmchaai 664171/4 

Shmemmi Hospital 669131 

UnrreninrHoqHtal 845843 

Al-Muasncx Hospital ...; 667227/9* 

Tbe Islamic, Abdeh 666127/37 

AKAhD, Abdah 664164ft 

It a lian , Al-Mufaajreen ........ 777101/3 

AHtahfr, J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army, Marks ... — 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amrt Hospital — 674155 

ZARQAs 

Zanja Gem. Hospital ...... (09)983323 


FOB THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


17:20 Chicago, Vienna j 

17:30 — Cairo/ 

17X5 Madrid. Geneva/ 

17:55 .... — -Brands. F r a n kfo rt/ 

1&O0 London ( 

1*45 Rome/ 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

0fc35 ;. Dubai (A2^ 

1*65 Cairo (MS) 

1*30 - Kuwait (KUr 

I5s45 Tripoli (LN) 

1&35 . — Athens (O A) 

Hte25 Frankfurt (LH) 

lfc3S Beirut (MB) 

6t 05 .......... London (BA) 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (tU) information depart- 
ment at tbe Queea Afia Imemaaoaat 
Airport TeL (08)33200*. where It 
should always be verified. 


AHIVAU 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 


•MO .... ... Jeddah t 

2“ Kswattj 

ffijj Aqaba | 

“ Abu Dhabi, Dubai { 

•MS Doha, Bahrain j 

Me4S Cairo! 

17:68 New Yodc, Amsterdam ( 
17:21 Paris! 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal ft) 

9709 Aqaba | 

M*5 ... Rome) 

U-39 Tunis, Madrid, Casablanca! 

IUt Istanbul. Vienna i 

12*45 Calrt>! 

IM0 Kuwait. Dbafann( 

2fe*0 — — ' — Lannca(Rl) 

2*45 .......... Abu Dhabi. Dubai! 

2te45 — Sanaa! 

2fcl5 — Damascus I 

21:15 Calcutta. Bangkok! 

ZbSfl Knab Lumpur, Singapore! 

Other Rights (Terminal (2) 


Damascus, Paris 

0W5 

Cairo 

Kuwsa 

— Kowab 

— ...... Athens 

28:25 -Sanaa. 

MAUQETPRICE^ 

Uppcritower price in SH per kg.. 

Apple — 420/380 

- 450/400 

400/350 

Cabbage -80 /jSO: 

— 220/180 

Cauliflower 130/100 

Cucumbers (large) -200/150 

Cucumbers (small 350/300: 

— — i 550/500 

EraPtant 150/100. 

800/700 

Grapefruit M0/16D- 

Lemoa ..... 200/ DO • 

Marrow (large) 120T 1 ® " 

Marrow (smaHV 200/160 

Ctown (dry) 2407200- 

Cmon (graea) J60/120 , 

Orange J0OM60 . 

Orange (Shamouti) 3207280 

Pepper (bot)„ ; 350/300. 

£PP« (sweet) ..... — „.„,40M3SO. 
Potato —™.. 23071m 

..... «- 

4307 400 

• ■ ‘~r. 
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By Ctodeor Tskr 
SardhkT loaf SutTWOtar 

AMMAN -- fo&*wfeb to* 

inJoniBi, toaS Bte y oMn- 
fonnatina, oqqb toe vn pdd» 
mg tight Aw 

re n wuatiOB » toe KlngctaMr A 
om^dHtar iobai -to nmip 
ft* rote, 

■ccpfd tog to Mbuner of Ah' 

| M ‘ ■■-«-» — ~ *— 

>vrirMiJOf iuflUntO USBWRn. 

**5ofer tokisawyatteraal 


Ait it MM » “« ex- 
pected gnhnfflr? of tbe gw** 


to tawgn toe : nature of the 
taiuiatry boc « « not gong to 
be abotobed u some reports 
sagatttedr toecbfa fog the 
Jonbfl Timet S afofttey - ='..■ 
Some of the Urn met «t. 

under omsidcratton technic 
way* to give tbe gov erome nt- 
coocrofied Jordan teteriafoa 
and radio more autonomy sad 
make tbe official news agency, 
Petra* more independent, 
■floorang to toe nosier. 

"Television i* already auto o* 
omout bat we arc flunking of 
c toghy fa from « gover nm e nt 
to « national stat ion.** be and. 
But he could not give derate 
on needy how out wotdd 
translate in' practical to ms 
since the study ”» way onto 
in its preismtoary stage*." 

Acoanfing to a repot car* 
vied by Radio Monte Carte, 
the ministry is considering a 
plan to separate itself from 
radio and idev&iDa, whito wfll 
be directly sdnmnstoed and 
operated by a board of torac- 
tors. Tbe radio said the prop* 
osed dmraon were expected to 
be brought into effect with 


Tbe mini s ter npneei hope 
tom Bern, toe oofy source of 
official tetonnatteamuS now, 
wbtdd become "to gfttr to an 
tetomatteoal news agency." 
ttbfeto vonid report on events 
.at & KC* fit, la order to trans- 
form Ffctra into M a more pro* 
fa a d opal organisation.” too 
■ p uf i Mp y y ir ftrfw U to toe 
tone local data for advice 
and proposals, baodriia said. 

The mtaster confinaod that 
wmgsath Hg had been made 
toar Petra be tuned into a 
shareholding company but 
said: *Tbis is very premature 
at tins ms.** He declined 
from givmg a npccifiod time- 
frame for tbe expected 


operates* afro leaned to have 
invaded Jordan Television, 
when it screened part* of dc* 
potto* addresses .which took 
dm government to task over 
economic and pofiticil issues. 

The minis t ry itself is plan- 
ning to redefine its function, 
laofldig said -Saturday. “Tbe 
ministry has gone through 
dramatic changes in the leu 
few months in line with the 
liberalisation process in the* 
country,” be said. “Now the 
pros* is free; we no longer issue 
toe gutdeBnes." 



Tbe 
give n 
oaJists 


.will continue to 
riefing to jour- 
ey can use it or 


tegs and .tones bandied on 
govccanx nt kyd to tone state* 
went* without elaboration or 
ex planati on- On many inst- 
traces, its comrade of official 
t yca a iw move of a ceremn- 
.aU nature information. 

Tbe agency has not been 
known to cover senritfac notes 
neb as toe ooooooac crisis, 
pofctfcal scandals or other con- 
u ow mU l topics. But first m- 

bc 4 |at| it iii f iu* £ p^»phy 
came daring the toree-day 
Lower House of Fntiament 
fcsstes - on - too government 
p ro gramm e last month when it 
earned fell tens of s pe ec hes 
highly critical at Prime Mmto 
iraMadar Badran. A wave of 


oalists but “they can use it or 
not use A as they deem fit," 
Izzeddm said. The same ap- 
plies for repeats carried by 
Petra, and “we do not insist 
that the papers carry our re- 
ports ” he said. 

During toe past era of res- 
trictive journalism which 
started wuh the government 
resuming control of tbe three 
major newspaper establish- 
ments in the Kingdom, any 
mfofmation emanating from 
the Ministry of Information 
was expected to be treated as, 
in toe words of an official, 
“goner 1 and be carried with 
no elaboration or explanation 
of toe tone involved. Local 
editors recall dozens of occa- 
sions when they were told to 
we “only the Petra version” of 
the story. However, the system 
took a rfwriw* tarn after the 
interim government of Sharif 
Zcid Ben Shaker, which took 
power in April tots year and 


Ibrahim 

maintained a more-or-Ies* lais- 
sez-faire approach to toe news* 

ministry used to hold 
regular ntenngs to instruct the 
local press about what was 
permissible for publication and 
what was not and had watch- 
dogs at all toe three papers 
until early last month when toe 
Badran government reversed 
the August 1988 decision and 
returned toe control of the 
newspapers to its former man- 
agements. However, the gov- 
ernment still retains controll- 
ing interest in the papers. 

Izzeddhi said that there was 


formation and newspapers can 
“print what they want." But, 
foreign publications entering 
Jordan will be scrutinised, he 
said. 

Conceding that ministries of 
information usually exist in 
countries which find a need to 
“control” information, tbe 
minister sod: "Yes, it is true 
that they exist in developing 
countries and not in developed 
ones. In oar case it is a title but 
the role has changed.** 


Charity event highlights needs of the retarded 


AMMAN (Petra) — A torae-day 
charity event opened here Satur- 
day to fbcos public attention on 
the needs of mentaHy retarded 
children. Tbe festival, held under 
the patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, was organise d by 


toe Jaafrr Corporation for Spe- 
cial Education. Handicapped 
children presented national scrags 
and daaees at the event. 

The Queen, who attended the 
opening event toured a bazaar 
section- displaying embroideries. 


NATIONAL MEWS IN BRIEF 

FARMERS PRESENT DRAFT. LAW: Hie Jordan Fannos 
Association (JFA) hagjgesrmed to tbe Mintsoy at Agriculture a 
new draft law for toe JFA for onward presentation to the Supreme 
Agricultural Council when it convenes, acco r d ing to tbe Ambte- 
fengnsge AlPnsto u r paper rqpoitcd. Tbc draft taw provide* for 
establishing ten agricultural unions that would come under tbe 
tmtohrib of an association located m Amman, JFA Rreaideat Tfciai 
Ghezawi said. He added that the IFA presented to Minister of 
Agriculture Suleiman Arabyat a memo ra ndum teduding formers* 
problems and proposal to solve them (J.T.) 

JORDAN-SYR1A TRADE: Syrian Minister at Economy and 
Foreign Trade Mohammad Amato has doomed with Jo r d ani a n 
Ambassador to Syria Navef Hariki economic cooperation , and 
means to develop trade between toe two countries. During a 
meeting they held ia Damascus Saturday, tocy dtscussed prepara- 
tions for toe meeting of the joint Jradanun-Syriaa follow-up 
coaunittecwhich will convene early next week to pare the way for 
the Joint Jordaman-Syrian Higher Committee meetings. 
MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS: Municipal election for Jdaydeh 
township in Karak Governonte wifi be bdd March 29. A voter 
registration committee Saturday began preparing fists of voters 
(Fetra). — 

APPEAL TO MERCHANTS: The Amman Chamber of Trade 
Saturday appealed to Amman mer chant s to cooperate with tbe 
Greater Amman Municipality to keep the c a p i t al dean and tidy to 
visitors and tourists. The apped followed a meeting between 
Greater Amman Mayor Afi Subeuaat and .toe chamber of trade 
broad of directors (Petra). 

CIVIL DEFENCE COURSE; A total of 25 women from toe 
Princess Basma Centre for Social Servioes is Zazka Governonte 
Saturday concluded a course in dvil defence. The week^oug course 
mtroduoesd toe participants to matters related to tint aid, rescue 
operations, and firefighting as weO toe rote of toe Chto Defence 
Department in preserving pubfic safety {Petra). 

RADIO, TV COURSE: A total of 26 new employee* at the radio 
and television stations Saturday enrolled is a training course. The 
two-week course includes theoretical and practical training as well 
as field visits to radio aMtefeviaoc studios to get introduced to the 
nature of weak (Petra). 

ACAD MEETING: Jordan wifi putidpatelu toe meetings of toe 


dothes, artificial flowers and able projects. The corporation’s 
other borne appliances prepared director, Rateb A1 Waz&ni, deli- 
by the relatives of toe handicap- vered a brief speech e x p r e ssin g 
ped children and volunteers, appreciation of the Queen's sup- 
According to the organisers, port foT charity work and prescot- 
the proceeds of toe bamar will mg her with the corporation 
benefit the corporation’s chant- shield. 


Fariz to lead team to 
AO ID conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet, convening Saturday 
under the chainrnnriHp of Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran, 
approved Jordan’s participation 
in meetings of toe Arab Orga- 
nisation for Industrial Develop- 
ment (AOXD) scheduled to con- 
vene m Baghdad Tuesday. A 
delegation led by Minister of In- 
dustry and Trade 23ad Fariz wifi 
represent Jordan at toe meeting. 
Tbe Cabinet also approved Jor- 
dan’s participation in the 44th 


session of supervisors of Palesti- 
nian affairs scheduled to convene 
in Tunis Monday. The Jordanian 
delegation will be led by toe 
director of the Department of 
Palestinian Affairs at the Foreign 
Ministry. 

The Cabinet endorsed the mi- 
nutes of a recent meeting of the 
Joint Jordani&n-Iraqi Higher 
Committee as well as the mi- 
nutes of a meeting of toe Joint 
Jordanian-Iraqi Ministerial Com- 
mittee held in Amman 



Small proportion of 
arable land forested 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Only a small 
proportion of arable laim in Jor- 
dan, nearly 736,000 dunums, is 
covered with trees and other 
vegetation, and fires destroy 
nearly 30,000 trees annually, 
according to a statistical bulletin 
issued by the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture and published xn toe local 
press Saturday. 

The bulletin said that the con- 
cerned authorities have collected 
JD 87,230 in 1988 in fines im- 
posed on people causing fires 
through negligence. 

- The bulletin, issued on toe eve 
of toe country’s Arbor Day 
celebrations, said that the minis- 
try's nurseries now produce near- 
ly 13 million forest tree saplings 
on an annual tads of which 50 
per cent are planted by- ministry 
teams at afforestation zones while 
the rest is di stri b u ted to various 
schools, governme nt departments 
and organis a tions to be planted 
around their premises. A total of 
189,000 dunums of land are now 


planted with forest trees but tbe 
ministry is aim in g to green all 
areas in the country by the year 
2000, the bulletin said. 

The bulletin was issued at a 
time when the Ministry of Agri- 
culture is reported mating prepa- 
rations for tree planting celebra- 
tions to be conducted in various 
parts of Jordan with toe main 
event to be held Jan. 15 at Jozeh 
near the Queen Alia Internation- 
al Airport under the patronage of 
His Majesty King Hussein. 

This year, the ministry plans to 
focus attention on greening areas 
around the Amman- Aqaba de- 
sert highway by planting trees 
with five rows along each side of a 
30 kilometre stretch out of a total 
of 300 kilometres extending be- 
tween Amman and the seaport, 
the bulletin said. 

Areas of a 50 kilometre stretch 
of the highway have already been 
planted by Mean, TafiJeh and 
Karak govemorates. 


IP A plans enhanced 
training programmes 


WHATS GOING ON 

7Zfe fbttowag Efttof? ere compBcd from monthly frnffrmw and 
the daHy Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify tbe listed 
time . Hnf1 pfaqc with the concerned institutions. 


* An etfedbUkn entitled “They chore 30 poets” re the French 

• CnMnraT Centre. - 


* A . facta* by Prafcreor NabS 
cMBntfen and toe 1981 Fetra 
a - Council — fc00 pjsa. 


“toe Nabatea* 

*. re toe British 


* A Soviet fire i nlltlrit “FreatpMpa*” at the Soviet Cdtmal 
Centre-— £30 p*re* 


AMMAN (Petra) — - Tbe Insti- 
tute of Public Administration 
0PA) wifi begin a wide scope 
training and seminar programme 


the skm and performance of gov- 
ernment employees in various 
pubfic ad min is t ration sectors in 
toe country, according to IPA 
Director-General Abdullah 
Ulayyan. 

. The programme, which has 
. been endorsed by the IPA board 
of directors, pnwides for short- 
and medium-term training 
courses to employees at different 
levels and is intended to benefit 
all departments, Ulayyan said in 
a statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

Courses ranging from perform- 
ance evaluation and report prepa- 
rations, supervision of work by 


other employees, correspondence 
for government offices, dealing 
with the public, cooperation 
among various units of a govern- 
ment department and office 
accounting will be given in the 
new year 1990, Ulayyan added. 

He said seminars and sympo- 
siums for government employees 
on public adm ini s trati on and stu- 
dies and research work would 
also be organised 

He said that, the Kingdom’s 
agreement, signed with toe Un- 
ited Nations Development Prog- 
ramme (UNDP), would be im- 
plemented and tbe IPA, in coop- 
eration with tbe Gvil Service 
Commission, would, try to maxi- 
mise its benefit frqm the agree- 
ment and available fends to carry 
out the training courses in toe 
Kingdom,. 


Heated debate over disengagement 
delays decision on ministry abolition 


AMMAN (J.T.) — ■ A decision by 
toe Lower House of Parliament’s 
Legal Committee to approve a 
1988 law winch abolished toe 
Ministry of Occupied Territories 
Affairs stirred healed debate re 
toe Hour session Saturday. 

Following tbe Kingdom’s deci- 
sion to sever legal and adminis- 
trative ties with the West Bank, 
the law was issued last year can- 
celling the Ministry of Occupied 
Territories Attain am! transform- 
ing it into a departm ent affiliated 
to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. . 

Deputy Hussein Mujalli, chair- 
man of tbe Legal Committee, 
openly declared his total opposi- 
tion to tbe cancellation of tbe 
ministry and tbe severance of 
links with the West Bank. 

"The Kingdom's decision 
taken in 1988 is tantamount to a 
total separation of people belong- 
ing to the same nation,” Mujalli 
contended. 

He said the first axnde of toe 
Constitution states that the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is 
an independent united and in- 
separable Kingdom with its peo- 
ple living cm both banks of the 
River Jordan as one unit. 

The text of the first article of 
the constitution is as follows: 
**Tbe Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan is an independent sovereign 
Arab state. It is indivisible and 


inaheoabte and no pan of it may 
be ceded. The people of Jordan 
form a part of toe Arab Nation, 
and its system of government is 
pufiameotary with a hereditary 
monarchy." 

Mujalli said: “Since toe people 
on both banks have never been 
separated and since Parliament 
decided in 1950 to reaffirm this 
historic fact, then there can be no 
power which can abrogate such a 
decision.** 

“Unity of Jordan's two banks is 
a national necessity and is more 
needed trow in toe course of 
liberating toe occupied territor- 
ies.” Mujalli said. “Through uni- 
ty we are stronger in the process 
erf libe ra tion and since unity fe- 
atures removal of all elements 
mat tend to divide the united 
people and since we are all for 
national unity I here declare my 
strong opposition to the govern- 
ment^ decision to cancel the 
Ministry of Occupied Territories 
Affairs.” 

Mujalli’s views received a 
mixed reaction from several de- 
puties, including Mohammad 
Abu Fares, the committee's rap- 
porteur, who said that tbe session 
was called to discuss only the 
question of cancelling the law and 
not toe severance issue. 

Bur Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran, who attended Saturday's 
session, said that toe creation of 


the Ministry of Occupied Terri- 
tories Affairs was purely for 
administrative and not for politic- 
al reasons. 

Deputy Abdul Rahim Ukour 
suggested that the question of 
severing ties with toe West Bank 
should be discussed at a special 
session, and therefore a final de- 
cision was not been taken on tins 
point Saturday. 

Tbe prime minister was asked 
to comment on an incident in 
which a man was killed near the 
Jbrdanian-Syrian border and said 
that the man, Walid Hassan Sam- 
ria, was killed during an attempt 
to infiltrate into Jordanian terri- 
tory. 

The man was shot by Jordanian 
patrols when he failed to respond 
to a call to stop, the prime minis- 
ter said. 

He made it dear that this might 
happen again in any attempt to 
infiltrate into Jordanian territory 
through illegitimate means. 

The House endorsed a law 
cancelling the Amman Develop- 
ment Corporation. 

Other issues 

Deputies discussed several 
other issues and some pur for- 
ward a number of proposals call- 
ing for the Arabisation of uni- 
versity education, returning dis- 


missed students who were study- 
ing on scholarships, stopping the 
process of merging the irbtd 
Community College for girls with 
the mixed 'community college M 
Huwwara, issuing health insur- 
ance cards for ne^dv workers, 
and toe appointment of a gov- 
ernor for the Central Bank of 
Jordan who would be decided on 
by the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment. 

Other proposals included the 
opening of a government hospital 
at Ruscifo, providing homes for 
teachers In remote areas like 
Maan and Aqaba and paying 
government employees salaries 
on weekly basis. 

The House Financial Commit- 
tee adopted a series of measures 
designed to encourage public in- 
volvement in the process of intro- 
ducing amendments to laws of 
financial nature. 

At the end of the session, tbe 
committee issued a statement 
appealing to intellectuals, scho- 
lars and university professors 
concerned with financial issues to 
come forward with ideas and 
proposals on ways to handle 
issues on the committee's agenda. 
The statement said that the com- 
mittee would soon issue a public 
statement summing up its deli- 
berations on the proposed 
amendments to the Income Tax 
Law. 


ACC begins talks on policy coordination 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Senior 
officials from Iraq, Egypt, Jor- 
dan and North Yemen began 
talks Saturday on coordinating 
their countries' foreign poli- 
cies. 

Helmi Nammcr, secretary- 
general of die Arab Coopera- 
tion Council, said tbe officials 
will discsss foreign policy 
issues ahead of toe meeting of 
beads of government set for 
Tuesday. 

Issues that will top the agen- 
da are regional devetopmmits 
including tbe situation in Leba- 
non and the Iran-Iraq peace, 
Nammer said. 

The diplomats w HI lay down 
recommendations for their 
foreign ministers to endorse 


before proposing them to tlx: 
meeting of the beads of gov- 
ernment. 

The ACC was formed in 
February last year and its lead- 
ers said it has no political 
ambitions beyond seeking to 
unify tbe four countries' stand- 
points on various issues. 

Nammer said the govern- 
ment leaders will review toe 
work of several committees 
and that accords have been 
drafted on bow to achieve eco- 
nomic inxegreration between 
the four countries. 

The Egyptian economics pro- 
fessor said the group is still 
moving carefully on iniegreta- 
tion and needs more time and 


effort to achieve it. 

“We are still in the first stage 
of laying the foundations for 
such an integration and we 
don’t find reasons to rash,” 
Nammer said. 

The heads of government 
will review 12 accords pre- 
pared by experts of tbe four 
countries on cooperation and 
integration In transport, scien- 
tific fields, oil and health care. 

The four countries agreed to 
draft several pacts in economic 
and labour fields during their 
last summit meeting in San’a, 
North Yemen in September. 

But toe ministers of trade 
and economics failed to agree 
last month on an agreement 


that would have laid tbe 
groundwork for the four coun- 
tries to abolish customs duties. 

Instead, they agreed to give 
their partners limited preferen- 
tial treatment in imports of 
certain goods. 

Arab diplomats said Egypt, 
Jordan ana North Yemen will 
express support for President 
Saddam Hussein's latest peace 
move aimed at breaking the 
deadlock in the peace talks 
with Iran. 

Egypt, a staunch supporter 
of Iraq during the war, hus 
restored its diplomatic ties with 
Syria which supported Iran. 
Iraq has not commented on the 
Egyptian move. 


Million children return to school 


AMMAN (J.T.) — More than 
one mfition children returned to 
school Saturday at the start of the 
second term of die 1989-1990 
scholastic year following a three- 
week winter recess. 

A statement by the Ministry of 
Education said that a total of 
1,028,164 male and female stu- 
dents at all levels had resumed 
studies at government and private . 
schools as well as schools run by 
tbe United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA). 

The schools will have a two- 


week spiring holiday in April be- 
fore the third term which ends by 
mid-June. 

The statement said that the 
students receive education at the 
hand of 48,366 teachers, of whom 
1928 arc nursery teachers at va- 
rious towns in the country. 

Tbe minister of education said 
here last November that the 
ministry this year embarked on a 
JD 100 million plan for the de- 
velopment of the Kingdom’s 
education sector. The plan, he 


said, affects teachers,, students, 
school curricula surd buildings. 

According to ministry officials, 
it wifi take up to 10 years to 
implement resolutions and re- 
commendations passed by the 
1987 first national education con- 
ference, designed to overhaul toe 
whole education process. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 
Education announced Saturday 
that it had received a number of 
school buildings constructed in 
toe past year with the Maan 


Govern orate to help dispose of 
rented buildings and the existing 
two-shift schools. 

The ministry said that several 
schools complete with their facili- 
ties, utilities, laboratories and 
workshops boils at a total cost or 
more than JD 700,000 were com- 
pleted. 

It said work was still underway 
on JD 900,000 worth of school 
buildings which would be com- 
pleted during 1990 withiirMaan 
Govern orate. 


Romania elections 

(Continued from page 1) agency reported. 

A leading Bucharest newspap- 
front then abolished the death er. Romania libera, called Satur- 
penalty and said members of the day for tbe sacking of Vice-Presi- 
security forces convicted by milit- dent Dumitni Mazilu for his past 


Azeris seize buildings 

(Continued from page 1) down sections of the border fence 

with Iran, pose an additional 

Moscow’s control, then returned PJ®W e “ „ for u * ° viet leader 
to Azerbaijan under supervision "kkhau Gorbachev. 


axy tribunals would be sentenced associations with Osansescu. of * partanientary commission. While toe independent m<^ 
<u j, usMJiMi . .. Armenians be can orotestmc ment in toe Caucasus is far less 


to lengthy prison terms. 


The dictator fired Mazilu as 


“Death to the Securitate” and ambassador to the United Na- 
“ Death for death” toe crowd tions early last year after prevent- 
chanted, refer ring to the esti- mg him from presenting a human 
mated 10,000 who died in the rights report critical of Romania 


clashes between security forces to the world body. 


and tbe army during the revolu- 
tion. 


Bur toe 


his credential 


newspaper 
mtials as 


questioned 
au anti- 


Armenians began protesting ment in toe Caucasus is far less 
again, and Azerbaijan renewed a advanced than in toe Baltic re- 
rail blockade of Armenia last gion, a strong nationalist tide in 
week in a campaign to retain toe south has frequently been 
control of the enclave. Fuel and marked by violence and Moscow 
food are naming dangerously low has appeared incapable of main- 
in Armenia, which receives most taming order. 


In the western Transylvanian Ceansescu dissident, saying be 


of its supplies through Azer- 
baijan. 


Iranian Foreign Minister Ah 
Akbar Velayati said Saturday his 


town of Timisoara, where 
tests in ntid-December spa 


had been a colonel in the hated 
secret police. It also accused him 


the uprising, young protesters making a personal bid for power 
also gathered outside local NSF by whipping up demonstrators 
headquarters Friday to protest at with anti-COmmamst chants at 
toe credentials of some front the Friday protest outside NSF 
members. headquarters. 

Local NSF leader Lorin Fortu- Another leading front member 
na resigned just before the de- and dissident who has also come 
monstratkm and the army com- under pubfic criticism, Silvia Bru- 
mander agreed to run the area can, wrote in the newspaper Ade- 
until new elections were held for varui Saturday that Romania 
the front committee within a needed democracy to enter the 
week, toe official Rompres news technological era. 


“The people are furious be- country would welcome Soviet 
cause toe central authorities are Muslims who wish to visit Iran, the 
not paying adequate attention to Islamic Republic News Agency 
events,” said. Eduard Shakh- reported. 


Nazaryan, an editor at toe state- 
run Armen press agency. 


The agency, monitored in 
Nicosia, said Velayati arrived in 


“This will lead to unpredictable Tabriz, capital of Iran's east, 
consequences if it continues,” he Azerbaijan province, to finalise 
said in a telephone interview details to facilitate travel for the 
from Yerevan. “I mean, military Soviet Muslims. 


conflict between us if they con- 
tinue like this.” 

TASS reported Friday that an 


The province borders Soviet 
Azerbaijan, once part of Iran. 
ShTrte Muslims in toe Soviet 


Modrow 


(Cont&med from page 1) 


want to form their own slate for 


linked to West Germany’s 

opposition Social Democrats 
buttoMw^ not toe same as ^ ^ of its most 

«» mnirfn't Hn a prominent members were ex- 
In any case we conldn t do a n # ,ri •#» - -»-« — - Wl „ f , r „ rr 

worn tab than the P **®* 1 10 ^ COngTCSS. 


worse job than toe Communists,” 
he said to loud applause from the 
400 delegates at an East Berlin 
congress hall. 

The SDP would not form a 
coalition with tbe Communists 
after free elections May 6, he 
added. 

Tbe SDP has 32,000 members 
and is one of toe opposition 
groups participating is weekly 
talks with tbe government par- 
ties. 

Others, indndmg tbe Centrist 
Democratic Awakening Party, 
have also called for an election 
alliance of all opposition fences 
but some conservative groups 


“We highly appreciate the sup- 
port of the SPD in the structuring 
of oar party and in the election 
campaign,” said Hilsberg. 


Interior Ministry officer on region have been waging a pro- 
assignment to help maintain test campaign for two weeks, 
order in the region, was shot to demanding dose links with their 
death apparently by an Azerbai- ethnic co-religionists in northwest 
jam policeman in the Azerbai- Iran amid toe wave of reform that 
jam-populated village of Akhul- has been sweeping Eastern 
iu, TASS gave no other details ; Europe. 

The Azeri Popular Front began The report did not say when 
moving into public buddings in the first batch of Soviet visitors 
Lenkoran Thursday. The follow- was expected in Iran. But Tehran 
ing day Izvestia newspaper re- Radio, also monitored in Nicosia, 
ported that the dty’s radio station said that Velayati’s trip was 
had been taken over and a “pro- undertaken ‘Id light of recent 
visional defence committee” was developments in Soviet Azerbai- 


keepiog law and order. jan, and following protests by 

The latest upheavals in Azer- Muslims there demanding easier 
baijan, which started a week ago travel between the two neighi- 


when nationalists began tearing homing countries.’ 


Next Thursday and 
every Thursday read 
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How to stop 
the exodus 


thk g rowi n g anxiety over the news that more and more 
Palestinians are leaving the West Bank and Gaza Strip and 
while less and less are returning is a legitimate concern that 
to be addressed before the problem develops into a 
crisis. Hue is no true Arab nationalist who would want to 
see the be ginning of a Palestinian exodus from the occupied 
territories to the neighbouring Arab countries or, worse 
win, to foreign countries. Yet die solution of such an 
nhrming situation does not lie in locking die doors and 
windows on the Palestinian people as some commentators 
have innocently suggested. Radio*, the panarea can only be 
found in positive and affir mative Arab action. The Arabs 
should translate their verbal support to the Palestinian 
intifada and their distant dapping and remote control 
glorification of the np riking into deeds. 

There is no doubt that the *"*■*■*!■ is causing hardships to 
the Palestinian people, and tmless some of time difficulties 
— es pecially their material dimension — are addressed and 
recttfkd by a genuine Arab rescue plan, there wSl always be 
fear that some of the Palestinian people most severely 
#d»i would opt to leave their homdand. Of coarse the 
Pal estinian! people shook! be exalted to ranam steadfast in 
their country and continue to wage their glorious intifada, 
but words of encouragement need to be buttressed by actions 
that the affected people can feel and count on. Once tfcj 
aspect of On issue h properly addressed and rectified, one 
may start addressing the other outstanding issues that have 
a bearing cm the whole issue. 

There most not be any fear to debate every matter in 
order to stop any Palestinian exodus no matter how 
mtakcnle it is at this stage. The FLO should be drawn into 
this defiberafion which could include discussing the various 
aspects of the intifada with a view to weed out some of than 
if such a coarse would put an end to the ominous exodus 
from the occupied territories. Maintaining a robust eco- 
nomy in the West Bank and Gaza S ti p through massive 
Arab aid would lend support to the noble objective of 
keeping the people firm and strong where they be long and 
should belong. And since the intifada is developing into a 
drawn-out struggle that is testing the wffl and detenninatian 
of eadi side, the tactics ofthe intifada need to be periodically 
reexamined while maintaining and honouring its strategy. 
But whatever the decision and verdict on how to stop the 
haemorrhage from the occupied t errit or ie s are, they most 
not ever be by way of locking up the Palestinian people by 
bureaucratic or foroeftal means. There must be more 
ingenious ways available. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 RaT Arabic daily on Saturday welcomed the Soviet Union’s 
mediation bid between Iran and Iraq to reach a comprehensive 
settlement to the Golf conflict. The paper said that Moscow’s 
mediation bid assumes a great importance specially as it was 
welcomed by Baghdad and Tehran, which means that die 
leaderships in both countries are convinced that the present 
stalemate shonkl not be allowed to continue for ever. Now is die 
time to reach a lasting and comprehensive settlement and peace 
which will be supported by the world community at large, said the 
paper. It should be noted however, that die Soviet bid followed 
President Saddam Hussein’s latest offer to Iran for peace, and it 
should be emphasised also that it is Iraq which has been calling 
for peace and extending its peaceful hand to Iran despite die fact 
that it came out victorious from the eight-yearlong war, the paper 
pointed out. Iraq has been patient and at die same time striving to 
implement UN Security Council Resolution 598, while Iran has 
been disregarding peace offers from Baghdad and peace media- 
tion by various nations and world organisations, the paper added. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily criticises the government of 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran for taking measures, which be 
daims, are detrimental to die Jor dani an farmers. Fabed A1 
Fanek says that the government has allowed the fruits and 
vegetables from the occupied territories to flood the local markets 
in view of the lack of sufficient supplies, but has not taken into 
consideration the interests of the local farmers. He s ays that die 
government’s decision was also politically oriented to show 
support for the Palestinian farmers and their steadfastness against 
Israeli rule. Of coarse, the local consumers are happy to buy their 
needs at reduced prices but the farmers are to bear the brunt and 
to pay the price, he adds. Local farmers have the right to know 
the government’s policies in advance and to take precautionary 
measures, the writer suggests. He says that the government 
should also control the goods coming from the West Bank since 
Israel brags about its continued success in marketing its products 
in the Arab World through the open bridges. The writer m g g w u y 
that if the Kingdom is to accept West Bank crops it should be aide 
to market its cement and fertiliser west of the river. 


A1 P u s toor on Saturday tackled the question of elections in the 
occupied Arab territories, criticising Israeli leaders’ call for 
organising the elections on a unilateral basis without cooperation 
from the Palestinian leadership in the West Bank and toe Gaza 
Strip. The paper said that these ideas reflect a real crisis in Israel 
and also Israel’s failure so far to put an end to the Palestinian 
uprising. The paper also called attention to Israel’s att emp t s to 
blackmail toe current US-Egyptian-Israeli contacts and said that 
by its manoeuvres Israel is hoping to stall for time and destroy all 
chances for holding peace talks directly with the Palestinian 
people. The paper at the same time, criticised the United States 
for not only being a true ally to an aggressor country, but also for 
failin g to take a firm stand with regard to Israel’s manoeuvres and 
to squarely put the blame on the Zionist leaders. The paper said 
that Israel is dearly trying to escape from the dilemma try trying to 
divert attention from toe real issue of occnpatin and is not helping 
the cause of peace by ignoring the status of the PLO, toe side and 
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. A return to 
old games arid manoeuvres on the part of the Israeli rulers, said 
the paper, cannot put an end to the intifada; and the despair 
which now characterises the Israeli political leaders will only be 
confronted by further determination by the Palestinian people to 
regain their rights and their homeland. 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


What if cost replaced Interest? 


DURING toe three-day parliamentary debate over confidence in 
toe new government, toe Islamic bloc put forward conditions for 
granting confidence. One of these conditions was to abolish 
charged to borrowers from the Hearing Corporation and 
toe Agricultural Credit Corporation. In his response, toe prime 
mi««r»r told Parliament that toe two specialised credit institu- 
tions would be instructed to recover the cost only without interest. 
The answer was assumed to be satisfactory, and the vote of 
confidence was secured. 

Let us that the demand and the response over the 

interest were for real and not mere rhetoric, and that the 


milfions were lost in the experiment. 

The Housing Corporation currently charges five per cent per 
annum, which isJower than the financial and a dmini strative cost. 
This is evident by the huge deficit in im balance sheet and its neeo 
for continuous injection of funds from the government to keep it 
afloat. Therefore, the present beneficiaries of toe Housing 
Corporation are not interested in the cost concept, srmjriyb^t^ 
they pay less. They are better off paying a simple i nterest of live 
per cent, than paying toe actual cost, let alone profits. 


about profits, SSS ^^^m^fo^SS^toceSi 

financing. Biri the goveimnacd^«d«^ corporations, and that 

I b^evejhat both .be 

deputies and toe answer offered by < j C n n ties acted 

. basetion economic ^eolation ^ 

oat of prince end file InlO; 

Before principles and good l . a i-rirnl and economicalhr 

transactions only, not on oirrent contracts. 


government decided to instruct the two corporations accordingly 
— although such instructions could not be made under the current 
laws — what then would be the results of such an action? 

I say that tire results would be negative. First on the 
corporations themselves, second on the current beneficiaries, and 
third on the future potential beneficiaries and would-be clients of 
the two instit utions The concerned Islamic deputies ar e the first 
to realise toe difficulty of introducing a no- interest concept into 
one pact of an integrated free economic system. Ex a mp les of 
failures are in abundance in Egypt, Kuwait, and Jordan, where 


On the other hand, public credit corporations do not have 
shareholders nor do they pay dividends. Their surpluses, if any, 
are used to expand their services and recycle toe funds to mote 
beneficiaries. Thus toe low interest collected from farmers is 
h^mg recycled back to them. If we insist that credit corporations 
shomd’operate at loss, the first to suffer would be the groups that 
those corporations were meant to aid, namely Knitted income 
families as far as the Housing Corporation is concerned, and 
fanners as far as the Agricultural Credit Corporation is con- 
cerned. 


Finally it may be useful to point out that 

m. in--— j j - i _ inctftntifflis is negative, Decause 


»ucu. - 

It may be argued that public sector corporations do not care 


collected by me specialise** t j. 

it is lower toaatoerate of inflation. It is tess than wfartcneeded 

to co m pensate for the depreciation of the paper aney. 


Euphoria over possible German unity gives way to anxiety 


.<* 5 




By Richard Murphy 

Renter 


BONN — When the Berlin Wall 


scenes last November, it 
< ^n r v^ hoe that anything was 
possible — even toe rapid re- 
emergence of a united Germany. 

Two months later, the euphor- 
ia is evaporating as West Ger- 
mans look at die political and 
economic problems facing their 
neighbour. 

In West Germany, whose con- 
stitution is c ommi tted to unity 
after more than four decades erf 
Goman dxvukm, the emotion- 
laden issue has t ransfor med the 
pnHfiral landscape. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
Christian Democrats (CDU) will 
make unity 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
Christian Democrats (CDU) wffl 
make unity the key i ssue in their 
campaign for elections in De- 
cember. 

“1990 will be a year of destiny 
for us Gomans,” CDU general 
secretary VoQcer Rnehe said in a 
strongly nationalistic new year 
meesage to party officials. “For 
us Germans the question. . . of the 
state unity of our fatherland is on 
toe agenda.” 

Egon Bahr, farign affa ir * ex- 
pert for the opposition Social 
Democrats (SPD), said: “Ilris is 
something we have dreamed ab- 
. out for decades nad now the 
situation is here.” 

Behind the rhetoric, concern is 
growing about the scale of the 
problems overshadowing rela- 


tions between the two states that 
emerged from toe nibble of 
Weston and Soviet occupation 
zones after Germany’s defeat in 
World War H. 

West Germans are st a r tin g to 
reahse just how daunting East 
Germany’s economic problems 
are and Kohl is still working hard 
to try to convince Bonn's allies 
smH neighbours that a united 
G erman y would not destabilise 
Europe. 

In East Germany, the Com- 
munists are accused of having dog 
in their heels over opposition 
demands for reform. 

The East Goman Coaununists 
oppose unification but thousands 
of people see it as the only hope 
for their battered economy. De- 
monstrators chant “Germany — 
one fatherland” and nearly 1,800 
people a day are still moving to 
the West 

Kohl stands by the vision of a 
united “fatherland” which he un- 
veiled in a 10-point unity prog- 
ramme in November. 

He proposed joint government 
commissions .and wide-ranging 
contacts, arguing that dose insti- 
tutional ties amid lead painlessly 
to unification some time in the 
future. 

Talks between Kohl’s ministers 
and their East tTwman counter- 
parts, aimed at cre a t in g what 
both sides call a “co mmuni ty of 
treaties,”- have got off to a slow 
start r<— 


Bonn will not release more 
than 10 billion marks ($5 bfflion) 
in aid until it is satisfied that 
serious free market reforms are 
underway. 

West German Environment 
Minister Klaus. Toepfer, who has 
promised money to dean up East 
Germany, was shocked to discov- 
er that its pollntion problems 
were worse than anyone had im- 
agined. 

Kohl’s dil emma is to ensure 
that thp help urgently needed to 
improve the quality of life for 
ordinary East Germans gets 
through as quickly as posable 
without being seen to enhance 
the credibility of the unelected 
gov e rnment 

He is worried that the econo- 
mic situation could get so bad 
that it provokes serious unrest or 
a massive new exodus to the 
West, putting enormous strains 
on both countries. 

“It cannot be the goal of our 
policy that as many people as 
possible from East Germany 
should come to us in West Ger- 
many. It is my aim that they 
should gain hope for their f u t ure 
there, in their home,” be said in 
his first press conference of 1990. 

The unprecedented scale of the 
mflirr of East Germans last year 
is p r om pting West Germans to 
ask some uncomfortable ques- 
tions about their open-door 

‘■policy. .> ......... 

A- record- -343,854 


other Eastern European coun- 
tries. In die first eight days of 
1990, 14,226 East Germans an 
rived. 

Oskar Lafrintahfe, deputy SFD 
leader and toe party’s likely 
candidate for chancellor in tire 
December elections, said Beam 
should consider curbing welfare 
hwwfi t c for East Germans to 
encourage them to stay at home. 

His views, initially greeted with 
protests, appear to be gaining 
ground. The go v er nm ent is look- 
ing at ways of curbing, abuse of 
tim social s e curi ty system by East 
Gomans and Kimting the health 
care benefits of temporar y visi- 
tors. 

.■ The PSD, whkh for many years 
pr e ferre d to play down the “Ger- 
man question,” now has a unity 
pro gr amm e similar to Kohl’s. It 
envisages step-by-step coopera- 
tion leading to a confederation in 
which both s t a tes continue to 
exist but concede some 
sovereignty to a new supra- 
national body. 

The SPD says NATO and the 
Wanw Pact wffl first have to be 
dismantled as part of a new 
“European peace order.” 

“As long as the two affiances 
exist, there can be no state uni- 
ty,” Egon Bahr said. 

The possibility of unity has also 
encouraged a new national seif- 
as^rtiyeness among mainstream , 
politicians. 
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1980s showed final victories as rare as final defeats 


•53 a 


By Konrad Adam 


FOR over a generation there has 
not been a year that was fuller of 
moving events. No-one who can- 
not remember the onset of the 
arid war can have experienced 
any t hin g lflr« it. 

It is not just that changes, 
uprisings, revolutions have fol- 
lowed each other in unpre- 
cedentedly swift succession; they 
have also taken place where they 
would least have been expected 
after 40 years erf status quo: in the 
heart of Europe. 

The final months of a year that 
began with recoOections of toe 
momentous storming of the Bas- 
tille were marked by a number of 
revolutions here and now, revolu- 
tions toe results and consequ- 
ences of which cannot yet be 
foreseen. The year just ended 
marks the end of a decade span- 
ned tty an unsoaHy wide range of 
events, starting on a note of 
gloom. 

Between Christmas 1979 and 
New Year 1980 Soviet troops 
invaded Afghanistan. They 
allegedly came in response to an 
appeal for fraternal assistance. 
Their arrival coincided with the 
fall of the old puppet government 
and tiie appoi n tment of its suc- 


cessor. 


. Sending in the troops has often 
worked, but on tins occasi o n suo- 
cees was elusive. The war the 
Russians waged cm the Afghan 
resistance led to both militaxy and 
diplomatic losses, the latter 
weighing mu c h more heavily. 

When an overwhelming major- 
ity in the U.N. General Assembly 
called fen: an immediate with- 
drawal of all foreign troops from 
Afgh a n istan it was dor that 
Moscow had isolated itself inter- 
nationally. 

Yet eight years were to elapse 
before the Russians left- Mikhail 
Gorbachev, who had come to 
power in Mococw in 1985, real- 
ised that the Soviet Union had 
overstretched its power and was 
m a kin g sacrifices with no pros- 
pect of corresponding gains. 

What was new was the readi- 
ness to act in accordance with this 
r ealisati on. When tiie comman- 
(fing officer of Soviet forces in 
Afghan istan was die last to leave 


world power; it also stood for the 
victory of an idea, vouchsafed the 
success of a plgp for revolution- 
ary salvation and saw itself as an 
auxiliary of world history, the 
laws of which it knew and en- 
forced. 

Wherever it appeared on the 
scene, it had progress on its side, 
which by definition meant that a 
withdrawal of any kind was 
ruled out. No statement by Kari 
Marx is likely to have been 
quoted more often than his desire 
not just to exp la in but to change 
tim world by mean of philosophy. 

& has been quoted so often that 
the conservative features that 
were characteristic of Marxist 
practice from the outset tended to 
be forgotten- They were first 
appa rent shortly after the Rns- 
sianRevohrtkm, the Brst add test 
of Soviet reality. 

When the theoretical conseqa- 
encc of revolution, as forec as t by 
Marx and Engels, world con- 
flagration, failed to happen Stalin 
substituted the tenet of commun- 
ism in one country for the theory 
of pe rma nent revolution. It sur- 
rendered nothing but made do 
initially with what already existed 
and was thus the precursor of 
today’s “real existing socialism,” 
a catcfapbrase with unmistakably 
apologetic undertones. 

Fidel Castro has arguably been 
clearest, d onbd ess unintentional- 
ly, in indicaring the extent to 
which he feels be and his cause 
are on the defensive. 

He sensed something of the 
twilight of the gods that bad 
began in E u rope but refused to 
concede that it was oo the cards 
in the Caribbean too- 

If Cuba’s destiny was to be toe 
last defender of socialism, he said 
a speech to commemorate 


and territorial gains, seems no 
longer to be of use for purposes 
of old. 

. So-called revolutionary parties 
have of late unmistakably taken 
cm the appearance of security 
forces that are modi more iBteasivdy 
concerned with m ain t ainin g pow- 
er than with gaming it 

Despite the familiar slogans 
about the heroic struggle of the 
oppressed masses under the 
victorious banner of the interna- . 
tional proletariat, maintaining 
rather than changing existing con- 
ditions was their overriding 
objective. 

Leonid Brezhnev and Todor 
Zhivkov led their respective par- 
ties for 18 years, the same length 
of time as Erich Honecker led the 
SED. 

When Herr Honecker finally, 
reluctantly, stepped down he had 
designated Egon Krenz as bos 
successor in much the same way 
as he had been made Walter 
Ulbricht’s heir. 

In the 1980s toe most oonvino- 


and never so seriously that con- 
sequences might be feared. 

President Mitterrand kept up 
the TV speeches in which he 
- called for a revision of Yalta for 
only as long as it seemed safe to 
assume that everything would, in 
the final analysis, stay as it was — 
until, that is, Gorbachev came to 
power in 1985. 

He then began to talk like all 
the others who wanted tilings to 
stay as they were. A quote from a 
Warsaw newspaper reflects what 
used to be a widespread feeling. 
“We had grown used to the status 
quo,” wrote Zyrie Warszawy, “it 
was convenient for us all. Any 
questions were deferred noth an 
indefinite future.” The indefinite 
future seems now to have arrived. 
The status quo emerged as tile 
dogma of post-war European 
politics to a degree comparable 
only with the decades that fol- 
lowed toe Congress of Vienna. 


Events in recent months have 
majestically reminded us that 
most acknowledge tiie 
ital truth of what Max 


—i — 

politics m 
fundament 


Bom describes as a law of nature: 
that stability and life are, in the 
long term, imrecondlabk. 

Nothing was more prejutodal 
to stability than what people in 
Prague and Budapest, in Leipzig, 
Dresden and Berlin demanded 
and tod. Yet nothing has been felt 
to be more liberating and of 
greater service to fife. When sta- 
bility comes to be synonymous 
with oppression, as it aid in East- 
ern 'Europe, arid to serve as an 


alibi for inactivity, then people 
lon v for change . 

.The future, history, die Ger-: 
man Question — all at once evety- 
tfamg that previously seemed, 
time arid again, to be defined* 
determined or hopeless is pu the 
move and an open question 

a garni . L - 

We are reminded that eternal 
laws and irrevocable . decagons, 
were always pro claimed with a 
specific intention in mind and 
that final victories are as- htoe- 
quent as final defeats ; — Frank- 
furter AUgememe Zatungfar 
Deutschland. . 
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the country, in spring 19®, he 
was hailed as a hero, a hero of tin 
troop pullout. 

Toe Soviet withdrawal marked 
more than tiie failure of a military 
adventure . The Red Army was 
not just tiie armed wing of a 


Cuban troops killed in action in 
Angola ana cfce w ta e, the coun- 
try would do its duty to the last 
drop of its blood. That is not tiie 
way someone speaks who is sore 
of his came and feds at one with 
tiie laws of history. 

The Hood tofl Castro pledged 
Cuba to pay was offered not in 
die firm conviction of future vic- 
tory but in defence of a position 
that was fek to be not very 
promising: defeat, but with the 
colours still flying. 

Anyone who talks in these 
■terms must have retreat in nrind. 
The military, the last fo rce on 
which socialism felt able to rely 
nDco nd foonafly and the only one 
on which it had until recently 
■ been able to iriy for expansion 


traditional rule have been 
provided by Eastern-style party 
dictatorships and not by the 
handful of monarchies that have 
survived in tire West Like feudal 
fords they have based their right 
to rule on the cfaim to represent a 
historically ordained order. 

Orange by rapprochement, 
Egon Bahr’s formula, gave rise to 

liri gnnA »n rta lifting itntil the last, 

and whoa change finally came, it 
did so in decidedly revolutionary 

mann er- 

What had previously at best 
been expected as (he culmination 
of protracted negotiations — toe 
anno un cement that free -elections 
were to_be held, the opening of 
the wall, the disa rmin g of the 
works nulitias and much, much' 
more — came suddenly in swift 
succession. 

All told it seemed to have been 
the reward of persistent effort 
rather than toe result of readmes* 
for rapprochement. 

Rel octant to run the unforesee- 
able risks of unbridled change, 
both sides had agreed to maintain 
the sta t us quo as their safest 
foreign polity tenet. 

Movement was only permitted 
where it didn’t upset the balance 
of power, on toe pomhery of the 

major blocs, especially hi tiie 
Thud World. 

In Europe peace was defined as 
stability and stability as the status 
quo- It was occasionally called 
into question, but only verbaDy 


But even tins dogma aged with 
the years. Whereas time had 
stood still at the most improper- 
tious moment in Europe, it 
moved on as a matter of course in 
other parts of the world. 

Reference to the status quo 
seemed threadbare because, as a 
concept, and assuming it to stand 
for more than immotnlism, it is 
not dear-cut This is aptly illus- 
trated by a brief exchange be- 
tween Stalin and Ti nman at tim 
Potsdam conference. 


When GhurduB asked what 
“Germany” meant, whether it 
was to be understood in its pre- 
war sense and if not, how dse. 
Statin’s answer was dear. “Ger- 
many,” he said, “is what became 
of it after the war.” There was no 
other Germany; it was “as it is in 
1945.” 

Truman persisted and the Big 
Three eventually agreed that 
their talks were to be based on 
Germany in its 1937 borders, 
“but only as a working hypothesis 
to make our work easier,” as 
Stalin was quick to add. His 
words made it dear (hat tittle had 
been gained by the c om pro mi se. 
It all depends on the status quo 
deadl in e and what you hope to 
achieve by iL 

: Extending from a polyvalent 
past to an indefinite f u t ur e, toe 
vague concept of a status quo 
only seemingly applies to die 
present. Mum the same is true of 
the other catchword, stability. It 
is of little value as a political 
objective because change has hs 
good points. 




The sign of hearing impaired 


I*m rcconmauHmg Out at ™ dantars !a re tried, vriA 
Bale success, to farcefccd deaf eftftfren an audersta odiat of 
Arable by shunnin g tire me of Jhedarian Sfgn Language CJ5&), a. 
Ungnagc that uses gest u re instead of the spoken word and b 
entirety distinct from Arabic. Yet JSL may be Ideal to 6dp 
ckBdrea learn to read and write Arabic by laying down toe bade 
r oles h i the brain tor proc essing lang uage . And as ■* — «« * 
r^s and new studies of psycbologkaldrraBpaieat have sbowi 
profoundly deaf children can rarefy acquire these rotes tfesss# 
mammal hums of Arabic or oral coaching. 

The JSL wffl bare to be viewed by Bagobts ■ as a Mfetaf 
bngy gcj capable of conveying abstract thoug ht s, and tatrdfy 
rmBkejign systems that translate Arabic words and word order. 
J SLt wffl be evolved separately Ann Arabic mad possesses its gwa 
g ramm a r and syntax. 

I have an Idea to do anew research shows that deafcMUbau eaa 
Oe same way that bearing cbBAenlemn to speak. 
AM chOdreu are born with a capacity to ncqaha Jaawaam^ Far 
h earing children, this is an dfortiesn process; their $m$m are 
pthaed Qm n bhth mdff abo ut , f years of 'age Jo- ab s o rb Jhe' 
vocaJm Sary a nd r ales of grammar of a m »h T of bag name, 
thapty by homing and speakin g to people around' **—»» TVs 
marveBom tadBJy shows a tbBd g no better Hum an — at 
picking ap a new language. 

An experiment that has yet to be tried is suing JSL when we 
psupa oe a nasdri programme Bar jutrodudag ft fp mB " 


beartog parents of deaf cbBdrea to learn JSL and to tdace 
ridldrtn jfe day care c e ntr es where deaf 

language role models. Baring 

theory, then learn Arabic. 


to be thriving tiurf / W a JSL interpreter, and I mn reading 
Af^rim^atgradeleveL Though I abneri hardly nspySTS 
to communicate easily wltb my h e a r in g people, tor me 
other deafchOdrea, JSL offers the, " 
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Tibet looks to the sun for energy 


By U EU 


~ tbs pu^yfilfh 6 oSeo3 or wl, 

but wiA ii'iadi BmAKw it' 

Smfi’Anfaiaortbe^^ifab 
regjoa oo 8 m roof of foe woddit 
*oo«ng to (bet an io soft* ja 
problem*. 1 V-- 
4 With to tvengp xtande af 
« over 4.000 metres above w- 
Jevd. Tibet pen between 2,500 
ad 3.400 boon of wMae per 
fUT. And Lhm. foe Nanoki 

e^»tal r RcaiM%farC^aS 
pett u jncndifak i JMQ boett of 

annual mw AIm . Th^ fc g jo n ’i . 
"amnl radiation aerogel 170 
teals per ware centimetre, ris- 
ing to lg5.9kcah lor * h«M hyptf, 
ubet fa* oo— tfaahlc fcyd* 
roelectrk: potential , bet conitnic- 

ave, ^ysSSSTvadSSS 

affect output. There fe km water 
m winter. And the few adnbj 
- ^power pfaati *« hmfl y np piy 
deetziaty to henkmen'f homes 

scattered in the vast pettoral 
areas. So the development of a 
more feasible aheraaave sodb as 
alar energy is urgent, 

“Only ip the last 30 years has it 
become possible to hxineai solar 
energy scknfifically," said Chen 
Zhengrong, director of the Tibet 
Solar Eacigy Research Institute. 

But Tlbeuns, he said, had 
beep aijpg sober energy since 
ancient times, albeit m aa yte 
ways, and based on the expen- 
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pqobfem* is the sacs dot pump 
-vthe blood; other critkaim cenr 
tiered on the tube running to me 

atr mnwmgm.~ 

The Penn State total heart has 
1 been approved only for tenJpar- 
•>' iinr use. Other- companies pro- 


non at KBCIl ioOI. 

1tetea»SuSgtH«9,b«L 
roomoffoe I4tbDiW lava, 
vb Me .300 yem ago is 8 m 
Mi Mnt. Large windows 
friroroefo teles is more jmdgte. 
The wwdow sS3s an only 40 
ou ris etui' above the grot m d L 
..then ta bo am. so as to let m 
a* ranch mbfrt as pantile. A* a 
rank, more nan half of 8 m haQ 
jiwwraod by the son in whmer. 

Onfintiy people, unable to 
afford foatlevd of bury, amply 
printed their window-frames 
Wartc to febaotb toon heat from 
the ksl lhm practice k stffi 
p^ p ff frr b Ti be t 
^dotifle we of solar energy 
began from necessity. Became at 
the low temperature on the 
ptuean, it was tmpoasible to grow 
StlCIP VMralBa l a Cg gpOag B IHI 

taiasto. People is l%et zeffed on 
tamed vegetable* from China’s 
other repeat. la 1936. a sB- 
greenhouse of 100 square 
metres was bu&t along the Qing- 
has-TBiec high w ay to provide a 
road mauteQaaoe crew with fresh 
vegetable*. The experiment 
proved socoemfrl and for the first 
time Tfoetao* taoed the fruits of 
scie&tific research Into solar 
en er gy. 

Greenhouses became popular 
in tbe 1970* for their o co p onwc 
benefits. Statistic* show that the 
con of MfcSm one can be re- 
couped m two yean with an 
animal output of 225 tons of 
vegetables per hectare. By the 
end of 1980, 200,000 square 
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metres cfgreenhouse had been 
boh m T Set 

Such (Bcaaei encouraged 
people to study wider appnea- 
tions for solar energy. Research 
gram* wen organised, aad soon 
the first sM*r bathroom wa* boflt 
in Lhasa. Consisting limply of a 
bronze tube, a steel date sod two 
grnofae bands, this solar water 
boating system made it possible 
for rity dweSers to have a relax- 
h m bath after the day’s work. 
H&herto the <»ly bathing freflity 
for most Tibetans are the riven, 
which defy access in most time of 
tbe year since the water is ky 
cold. 

Further research was halted 
when tbo Cultural Revolution be^ 
ca&ht 1966. But Tibetans remem- 
bered what had been achieved. 
So whea the world eoenry crisis 
occnrrod in the early 1970s and 
intensified Tibet’s need for ener- 
gy, solar r esear c h was quickly 
revived. A number of solar de- 
rices were made, fo d ndin g solar 
boilers, solar cooking stoves and 
solar PV ccOs. 

The solar baOer first benefitted 
Tibet's urban residents- In winter 
when elec tri city becomes ex- 
tremely scarce in the major cities, 
local residents were veractant to 
use their tented supply of gaso- 
line to boB drinking water. The 
problem was easflv solved by the 
solar boQer which can bou 10 
pounds of water in 40 ammres. 

The solar cooking stove has 
come into its own in pastoral and 
agricultural areas. In Tibet's 


western Ari Prefecture, herds- 
men had nsed yak and sheep 
manure as fuel to cook. Farmers, 
however, had to buy manure 
from the herdsmen or chop down 
ever scarce* trees that had taken 
200 to 300 yean to grew. 

“The oooking stows makes our 
He outer,” said a village head- 
man In Tnihntgtftching County, 
25 kfiometres west of Lhasa. Tbe 
villagers, he said, use the stove 
unless it rains or becomes dottdy. 

No one has so frr been burnt or 
sc a lde d , bat burnt rice is common 
for the new asm. People team to 
adjust the focal pomf of the 
stove, wbere the heal is concen- 
trated, only after they come to 
know the product better. 

Newly designed solar oeSs are 
coming into use in herdsmen's 


light source. A solar cell actually 
stores solar energy, ft has also a 
function in TV relay services. 
Mow cells come from China's 
southern Yunnan province, as 
Tibet cannot yet produce them. 

“We focus on (he systematic 
study of solar energy, rather than 
on production," said Cben Zbcn- 
grong of the Tibet Solar Energy 
Research institute. “We are 
more interested in looking for 
solar products that can best fit 
Tibet'S special co ndi t i ons," be 


Tibet'S special 
cxplaiiied. 

The director 1 


Tbe director takes as an exam- 
ple the windows of a solar re- 


sidential building, Tbe amount of 
the beat a room can absorb 
through the windows, he smd, 
depe nd s on the quality and area 
of the glass as well as the anmber 
of glass layers. When there is 
sunEgbt, Cben said, the larger tbe 

windows, tbe more heat the room 
gets. Whereas when there is no 
sunshine such large windows cool 
a room. “What we try to do," 
Chen said, “is to find out what 

kind of glass we will bxve to use." 

Solar energy is also used in 
industry, such as in foe drying of 
Tibet’s traditional medicinal 
herbs and leather. The herbs used 
to be spread out in. the open to 
dry and were often ruined by 
wind and sand. Ixathrr was simi- 
larly affected. Nowadays herbs 
and leather are dried more quick- 
ly and more deadly inride solar 
buildings. 

Solar energy research is fi- 
nanced by the state and the Tibet 
regional gov ernmen t. Two new 
energy rescan* groups have been 
sent to Tibet by the state, and 
other provinces have given finan- 
cial support abo. A 100,000 yuan 
(about $27,000) fond, allocated 
by the regional government in 
1982 and 1983, according to Tur- 
ing Donee, deputy director of foe 
regional industry and power de- 
partment, was used in bmlduig 
greenhouses and solar bath- 
rooms. 

With 7,300 solar cooking 
stoves, 15400 square metres of 
solar boilers and 20,000 kilowatts 
of solar PV cells in use now. solar 





No d anger of b urni ng tbe hands 

energy saves about 20,000 tons of 
coal cadi year in Tibet. The 
80,000 square metres of solar 
residential buildings account for 
half of China's total. 

“But at first, local Tibetans, 
especially herdsmen and fanners, 
were not ready to accept tbe new 
energy appficances,” Cben recal- 
led. Some people feared that 
solar-boiled water might be 
poisonous. Others worried that 
some day tbe sun might be totally 
used up. Bat gradually people 


were convinced by the efficiency 
of solar energy and the new pro- 
ducts have a ready market. 

Department stores in Tibet 
complain of a shortage of solar 
products. “We sold out 1,200 
solar cooking stoves within a few 
days in May," said Wu Ming, 
general manager of the solar pro- 
ducts shop. “There seem to be 
endless requests for the products 
and I hope more will come,” Wu 
said. 

Help is on the way. An 


S870.000 project for China's 
northwestern Gansu province, 
funded by the United Nations, 
mil also hsnefit Tibet. Holland is 
providing $180,000 to assist 
Tibet’s energy planning. 

“We have a long way to go," 
said Cben Zhengrong. “What we 
have achieved is just a begin- 
ning." In the next several years, 
Chen said, solar energy will be 
used more extensively, even in 
street lamps and in motor vehi- 
cles — China features. 


The secret life of Saeed 


The secret life of Saeed 

By Sadie Habfoy 

Readers latemetsaael 

HISTORY, WROTE MARX, in an oft-quoted 
phrase, first caters on tbe stage a tragedy, and 
arbsq qn e nt ly appears as force. Condemned to 
repetition, so tbe argument goes. History’s stories 
lose foeir initial edge so that one can only cogue 
and finally wrfw brutal nwmwing by 
foagjUag at how little humans seal to liwn — or 
wnat to learn — about tbe past’s mistakes and the 
impulse to repeat them. 

But Israel’s systematic oppression of die 
Palestinian people, mdiuftag 40-plus yean of 
illegal land seizures and forced emigrations, sys- 
tematic beatings and planned murders, apparently 
defies Marx's prescription and its as s ump t i on of 
normalcy, "we have nothing to laugh about," 
ptodaanf a generation of Palestinian resis t an ce 
literature," there is nothing frnacal about 
how our successive g enerati ons continue to suffer 
the fate of foeir ancestor*." ■ ; 

True though tins nflty be, F-thfle Habiby implies 
«i his b riffiant novel The Scant life of Saeed. that 
a li te rature withoiut irony eventually rings hollow-, 
one can only strike a heroic note or sustain a tragic 
mood for so long before it loses its ability to 
convey those very honors it screams of so often. 


Written as a force which fuly recognises bow 
humorous foe incongruities of daily life in Pales- 
tine can be, Habtby’s novel is paradoxically more 
successful in sketching the horror of that life than 
the ostensibly more “tragic" poetry of Mahmoud 
Darwish and Ghassan Khanifoni, two of the most 
asf)aimrA Palestinian writers. 

Habiby’s protagonist Saeed is hence not your 
typical resistance hero. Rather, as a Palestinian 
collaborator mote concerned with survival than 
struggle, be bungles his way from episode to 
episode marked by craven cowardice and a 
gtmmtng inability to accomplish the task* outlined 
for him by his Israeli superiors. Certain that “the 
moon is doser to us now than are the fig trees of 
our departed village," be accepts apparent strokes 
of fate — watching the Israelis murder his father 
and deport his first and only love in the War of 
1948 and, subsequently, watching them kiB his 
wife and radical son in tbe ominous year preceed- 
ing foe Six Day War. 

Neither surprised nor, consequently, particular- 
ly incapacitated by such happenings, Saeed is able 
to tram his perceptive glance on the Israeli 
occupation without lettig his emotions get m the 
way — usually. The exceptions make for a 
beautifully tight dialogue between Saeed’s bitingly 
cool wit — almost invariably exercised at the 


expense of the Israeli state — and those poignant 
moments when tbe horror he experiences and tbe 
rage he represses overwhelm his pretense of 
distan t invulnerability. The tention produced by 
this dialogue, always present beneath foe surface, 
eventually precipitates the long delayed explosion 
through which Saeed — and by implication the 
long-quiescent Palestinian people — are forced to 
wake from the nightmare of history within which 
they steep and which “wiB reach them neverthe- 
less, generation after generation," unless they 
confront it. 

Sneed's epiphanic moment takes place in pris- 
on, where, ms longtime service to foe state 
notwithstanding, he eventually finds himself 
thrown for a crime he did not commit. Having 
been beaten bnxtualiy, be awakens to find another 
tortured prisoner beside him who not only bean 
his name but who, he discovers, b die son of his 
first love, Jong exiled in Lebanon. When die 
younger Saeed, assuming that tus elder counter- 
part is in ja3. Eke himself, for fighting the Israeli 
stare, prases him, ft restor e s to foe older Saeed a 
dignity he had forgotten — literally and figurative- 
ly a younger self — and allows Wm to see more 
dearly than ever before that foe Palestinians’ 
condition “contradicted the laws of nature and the 
roles of logic.” 

Still, old habits die hard, and while Saeed 


refuses thereafter to work with the Israelis, he 
fails miserably in his efforts to become a hero as 
well. As foe narrative draws reward a dose one 
re-encounters the Saeed of the early pages — with 
a significant difference. For Saeed has been 
transformed by his experiences, and even if he wall 
not pick up a gun, be is more than ready to rbeak 
the obsessive secrecy and frightened silences 
which had accompanied his earlier dictum to 
“walk on four feet., if true caution demands it.” 
Now, remembering his son Walaa’a final scorn- 
ful prodamation before he was shot, he throws 
that caution to the winds, deriding that “just 
once. 1 want to be careless about what 1 say.” The 
result is Habiby's text, as Saeed looks back and 
recounts his experiences through a series of 1 tiers. 
If, as one of Saeed’s friends argues, “many adopt 
literature because they lack power for anything 
more," Habiby makes sure that his audience 
nevertheless appreciates the courage in resistance 
literature's quiet desperation. For while words 
alone cannot deliver a better future, they are 
integral in providing inspiration for the fighters 
who can. Habiby’s novel is so stunning because its 
author understands this, and is secure enough to 
accept the fimited albeit important role he has to 
play in tbe Palestinian struggle. 

By Mike Fischer 


Scientists concerned about frogs, toads dying around world 

Win Arfeff “Amphibians have a pexpo- dwkte, then something most be Sierras — a craggy mountain ling or disap p ea ri ng amphibian apparent changes, < 


By Info Arfeff 

Rater 

WASHIN GTON — Toads and 
frogs are dropping Eke flies. 

Zoologists say that a myste- 
rious, precipitous de cline hi the 
amphibian population in some 
parts of foe world raises troubling 
question about die future of hu- 
mans and tbe e n v ironme nt. 

“What we’ve got here is a 
global early warning system and 
that system is the frog," says 
zoologist Michael Tyler of Au- 
stralia's University of Adelaide. 

To date, foe evidence of a huge 
decline in foe wotkTs amphibian 
population is largely anecdotal, 
bat zoologists ay ft should not be 
ignored. 




“Amphibians have a perpe- 
tually moist skin, and they live 
both on land and in water, so they 
are const an tly sampling their en- 
vironment in ways that we 
don’t,” says David Wake, an 
evotationary biologist at the Uni- 
vemty of Gdiforma at Berkeley. 

“They are goinK to sense things 
before we do, and if they’re going 
to go, there's a message there for 
us," ays Wake, former president 
of foe American Society of 
Naturalists. 

. If, after farther study, it is 
determined that the threat to 
amphibians is only a local prob- 
lem,. or part of some natural 
cycle, then there is nothing to 
worry about, says Wake. 

However, if instead it is deter- 
mined that the problem is wori- 
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dwkte, then something most be 
done, he said. 

“Without question something 
is going on in some places. What 
we don’t know is if it’s general. If 
it is a global phenomenon, tins 
really is an important discovery,” 
he said. 

At Wake's suggestion, the U.S. 
National Academy of Sciences in 
Washington has decided to spon- 
sor a conference an the phe- 
nomenon next month in Irvine, 
California. 

The goal of tbe meeting, which 
is to be chaired by Ware, is to 
determine if there is a problem 
and, if so, what to do about it, 
said National Academy staff 
members Drama Getarch. 

A decade ago, when be walked 
through tbe meadows of the high 
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Sierras — a cra ggy mountain 
range that runs along the Calif or- 
ma-Nevada border — “It used to 
be frog heaven,” Wake recalled 
in a telephone interview. “They 
were so thick on foe ground you 
would step on them." 

“Now they are almost ahsent 
from the area," he said. 

He found a similar decline in 
salamander and toad populations 
on a recent visit to Costa Rica’s 
Monte Verde rain forest, raising 
suspicions that tbe problem was 


It was then that he started a 
“frog log” in his computer. 

When his concerns began to 
circulate in Zoological circles, 
phone calls and tetters started 
pouring in. 

Areas so far reporting dwind- 


popnlations include Denmark, 
Hungary, southern Ontario in 
Canada as well as southern Cafi- 
fonria and Australia, Wake said. 

Along Australia’s east coast 
alone about 20 different amphi- 
bian species have been affected 
“and some have disappeared en- 
tirely," Tyler said in a telephone 
interview. 

In Australia. New Zealand and 
New Guinea “a large number of 
spedes have other disappeared 
totally or have disappeared from 
a large part of their range,” Tyler 
added. 

While other amphibian habi- 
tats such as central Panama, Sara- 
wak, northern Borneo, and tbe 
U4. Yellowstone National Park 
in northwest Wyoming report no 


apparent changes, even zoolog- 
ists from these regions are unani- 
mous in their support for a worl- 
dwide conference on the topic. 
Wake said. 

Zoologists say there is no ready 
explanation for the apparent high 
mortality among amphibians. 
They speculate the causes could 
indude pesticide residues, add 
rain, a gradual disappearance of 
tiie ponds amphibians require to 
breed, and growing salinity in 
wetlands. 

O there possible explanations 
indude tbe contamination of wet- 
lands with heavy metal toxins, 
higher doses of ultraviolet radia- 
tion from the sun (caused by a 
thinning ot the atmospheric 
ozone layer), and even a lethal 
frog virus. 
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Rafsanjani defends use of foreign 
credits to rebuild Iran economy 



WMrtdy Amman 


Financial Market trading 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AJP) — Iranian PresWent Hasbe- 
mi Rafisanjanx Friday defaced his government’s 
plan to seek $20 billion in foreign investment and 
insisted this would not drag Iran inui “depend- 
ence,” Tehran radio reported. 


The government's five-year 
plan to rebuild the country's war- 
battered economy was approved 
last week after months of debate. 

The controversy focused 6 n 
Rafsanjani 's ambitious {Hans to 
normalise ties with the West in 
order to attract foreign invest- 
ment. 

Radical leaders, who dominate 
the 270-member parliament and 
oppose any foreign investment, 
argue this wfll lead Iran into an 
endless cycle of debt. 

They gave the plan the green 
light after a stern warning Mon- 
day by the country’s spiritual 
leader. Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
to stop frustrating Rafoanjani’s 
efforts to resuscitate the eco- 
nomy. 

Rafsanjani, in his Friday ser- 
mon in Tehran, rejected any no- 


tion that the kind of foreign 
investment he was seeking would 
lead Iran into “dependence”' on 
the outside worjkL 
Speaking on die radio, moni- 
tored In Nicosia, be argued “this is 
not dependence. Dependence is 
created when gas, which is one of 
our resources, and we can nse it 
to produce hundreds of products, 
burns on land and sea, and we do 
not have the means to harness it 
now or in the next 20 years.” 
Tran has signed a number of oil 
and gas-related agreements, pri- 
marily with the Soviet Union, 
which is helping in gas exploration 
under the Iranian side of the 
Caspian Sea bed. But these pro- 
jects are being financed by hn§e 
exports of natural gas which mil 
be piped to the Soviet Union 
starting in March. 


Rafsanjani denied that Hie $20 
miiKrwi his government is seeking 
to rebuild oO -related industries 
battered in the Golf war, and to 
construct a number of dams, 
amounted to a loan. 

He said any foreign investment 
in Iran would be repaid from 
profits after the projects reached 
production stage 
The eight-year war- with Iraq, which 
halted in August 1988, tapped an ' 
annual $10 billion of the country’s 
resources. Many of Iran’s indus- 
tries are outd ated or have fallen 

into i fitr apa ir 

Rafsanjani acknowledged that 
in Iris five-year plan “expenditure 
is based on earnings, but we have 
some needs in the petrochemical 
industry and to build some dams, 
for which we don’t have enough 
foreign exchange.” 

Spending in the five-year plan 
is projected at $350 billion, of 
which $112 billion reportedly will 
be in foreign exchange. 

He said that the plan envisaged 
an annual overall economic 
growth rate of eight per cent. 

“At this rate, over the five-year 


period we will have achieved con- 
siderable growth,” Rafsanjani 


He said that according to pro- 
jections “agriculture win grow at 
6.1 per cent, oil at 8.7 pe cent, 
industry at 14.5 per cent, services 
at 6.7 per cent, mines at 19 -5 per 
cent, utilities at 9.1 per cent and 
construction at 14.5 per cent. 

Rafsan jam’s projected growth 
rates, although ambitious, will be 
needed after years in which Iran 
saw a negative annual rate of 
growth of minus 2.7 per cent 
which has been dragging down 
the country's economy since die 
1979 revolution that deposed 
Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi 
and installed an Islamic govern- 
ment. 

The five-year plan was draw i x 
up by tiie previous government 
and announced in March. But 
after his election in July, Rafsan- 
jani announced major changes, 
adding another $16 billion in 
spending. 

The plan aims to triple non-ofl 
exports in 1990-95 from $3 billion 
a year to $9 billion. At present 


ff aAwni 

Iran reties on oil and gas exports 
for 95. per cent of its foreign, 
exchange. 

Rafsanjani has said about $50 
billion are locked up in un- 
finished projects in Iran, and that 
manay bottlenecks and shortages 
could be relieved if the projects 
were completed. - 

One of the major tasks of the 
five-year plan is to tackle infla- 
tion, officially pegged at 28 per 
cent but estimated to be much 


Rafsanjani says he aims to do 
tiiis by importing more goods to 
relieve shortages and by boosting 
industrial output. 


E. Germany lifts ban 
on foreign investment 


Suheimat reveals budget 
for Greater Amman 


EAST BERLIN (R) — East Ger- 
many opened the floodgates to 
Western capital Friday by lifting a 
ban on foreign investment and 
saying it might allow some out- 
side firms to hold majority stakes 
in joint venture companies. 

Parliament voted overwhel- 
mingly to change the country’s 
rigid constitution to allow foreign 
participation in East German 
businesses of all sizes — from 
huge state combines to tiny pri- 
vate firms. 

Economics Minister Christa 
Loft told parliament the govern- 
ment would issue a decree reg- 
ulating joint ventures in two 
weeks, a temporary measure 
pending full legislation later in 
1990 after free elections. 

Earlier Finance Minister Uta 
Nickel said the government 
would consider exceptions to its 
planned 49 per cent ceiling on 
foreign shareholdings which has 
been criticised in West Germany 
as not going for enough to attract 
outside investment. 

Loft said on West German 
television exceptions were likely 
to indude small and medium- 
sized firms. 

So for East Germany has said 
its new regulations would restrict 
foreign participation in joint ven- 


tures to 49 per cent to protect 
East German industry from a 
sell-out. 

East Germany has m n irr m n- 
ism’s strongest economy but is 
keen to attract foreign capital to 
bolster industries wilting because 
of outmoded factories and a 
dramatic westward exodus of dis- 
illusioned citizens. 

Nickel told reporters after 
meeting West German Finance 
Minister Theo Waigel: “We win 
formulate basic rules. It must also 
be decided for which individual 
firms we will consider different 
regulations.” 

Waigel said West German 
firms were clamouring to invest 
in East Germany but would not 
be satisfied with a 49 per cent 
limit. 

“An forms of participation are 
problematic,” Waigel said. “But 
49 per cent participation will de- 
finitely not be enough to maintain 
the atmosphere that prevails in 
the markets at the moment and to 
allow capital to flow In the right 
direction.” 

Western economic experts said 
other reforming East European 
countries had also initially tried 
to keep majority stakes in joint 
ventures bat had abandoned tins 
rather than frighten away West- 


Yemens to merge airlines 

SANAA (R) — North and South Yemen, pursuing unification 
moves, plan to merge their airlines to form a combined fleet of 12 
planes, a North Yemeni newspaper said Friday. The weekly 26 
September said Sanaa and Aden will soon start '‘taking the 
necessary steps for the merger of Yemen Airways of tire north 
with Yamda, the South Yemeni airline.” Yemen Airways has 
seven planes. Its average annual gross profit is around 40 minio n 
riyals ($4 million. Since 1978 it has been a joint-stock company 
with Sandi Arabia bolding 49 per cent of the shares. 

Japan buys more oil from M.E. 

TOKYO (R) — The Middle East accounted for 763 per cent of 

C ? T 1 T 0rtS SJ2SX cmbcr ’ a* Ministry of totema- 
Indu^ (Mm) reported. Japan’s overall erode 


nse stemmed from brisk refined products demand and risine 
for processing deals, MTIT said. OPEC erode imports 
accented for 81.4 per cent of the total, compared with 754 dct 

£ VttSSG'ES'jTSSFS; 


Swissair, Singapore Airlines 
announce close cooperation 

ZURICH (J.T.) — Swissair and Singapore Airlines are to embark on 
dose and extensive cooperation in a number of fields. With common 
partner Delta Air lines of the USA, the accord provides the third 
hnk m a quality alliance that now extends all around the globe. 

The Swissair-Singapore Airlines cooperation for coo rdination 
of schedules between Switzerland and Singapore and neighbouring 
regions beyond. Close cooperation is also planned in the. martoimg 
field, particularly in the service operations conducted by the two 
earners. Joint use of facilities is a further aim 

Swissair serves 110 destinations in 68 countries. Singapore Air- 
lines’ route network extends to 57 points in 37 countries. Swissair 
operates a fleet of 55 aircraft; Singapore has 39, most of them 
widebodies. Swissair carried a total of 8.1 million passengers and 
267,000 tonnes of cargo in 1988; by comparison, in the 1988/89 
fin aerial year, Singapore Airlines transported 63 mill km passengers 
and 240,000 tonnes of cargo. 


era investors. 

“Onr im pre ssion has been for 
some time that if a joint venture 
is of particular interest, then the 
49 per cent rule will be relaxed,” 
said one Western diplomat. 

“The word in West Germany is 
— don't wait for the law to be 
passed, get into the market now,” 
he added. 

The diplomat said West Ger- 
man carmaker Volkswagen A.G. 
already had a 50-50 deal with 
East Germany’s Ifa automobile 
concern and that other companies 
were looking to match tins or do 
better. 

The constitutional change adds 
a section which provides for die 
setting up of joint ventures with 
state combines, factories, insti- 
tutes, cooperatives and small pri- 
vate firms. 

Parliament agreed to leave out 
a danse in the amendment refer- 
ring to the dominance of state 
ownership. 

“By striking out tins phrase we 
are building a legal umbrella 
allowing for the possible develop- 
ment of different kinds of busi- 
ness," Lnft said. 

“The notion of the do minanc e 
of tiie state will not change and is 
guaranteed elsewhere in the con- 
stitution,” he noted. 

Another change in tiie con- 
stitution ensures East German 
workers have a say in the way 
joint ventures are run. 

East German Prime Minister 
Hans Modrow also attended the 
finance ministers’ meeting, 
squeezed into a break in East 
Germany's parliament session, 
but did not brief reporters. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Greater 
Amman Municipality’s current 
1990 fiscal budget amounts to JD 
40,112340 which includes JD 
36,921,560 for expected revenues 
leaving a JD 3,190,680 deficit. 

The figures were announced 
last week by Amman Mayor AH 
Suheimat who said that the muni- 
cipality would resort to an im- 
provement in methods to collect 
dues and reduce and rationalise 
expenditure in a bid to reduce the 
margin of the deficit. 

At present, the municipal 


Suheimat noted. 

In a bid to reduce the deficit, 
the council has derided to cancel 
earlier decisions to appropriate a 
number of lands and real estates, 
the mayor added. 

“Indeed the council is now 
involved in a study on all earlier 
decisions on land appropriation 
and also on better and more 
profitable means of investments 
to ensure revenues for the muni- 
cipality,” Suheimat noted. 

The mayor announced that the 
decision has now been taken for 


cnnncfl is introducing measures to . tiie purchase of 20 garbage pro- 


deal with a tax on real estate, 
specially buddings, and a draft 
law has been referred to the 
government for further study, 


cessing trucks at the total cost of 
JD 1381,856 to help to promote 
the cleanliness campaigns in and 
around Amman. 


Official stresses Jordan’s 
international trade accords 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan’-s 
economic and trade agreements 
with Arab and foreign nations 
have contributed to a rise in 
national exports and an increase, 
in providing Arab countries with 
skilled workers participating in 
their national development en- 
deavours, according to Asem 
Hindawi, director of economic 
development department at the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade. 

“Thanks tp these agreements, 
Jordan has been able to increase 
the volume of its national exports 
of agricultural and industrial pro- 
ducts mainly to Iraq, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Egypt and Syria," Hindawi 
said in an interview with the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

Jordan, he said, has accords 
with Egypt, Iraq, North and 
South Yemen, Syria, Lebanon, 
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Sudan, Somalia, Libya, Tunisia, 
Morocco, Saudi Arabia^ Kuwait; : 
Bahrain, Oman, the United Arab 
Emirates, Qatar and Djibouti 
which all employ Jordanian work- 
ers in industry, health, education, 
construction and other fields. 

He said that the Kingdom has 
other agreements with another 27 
foreign rations in the five conti- 
nents which help the country ex- 
port its national products. 

“Jordan and these nations have 
formed special committees to fol- 
low up the implementation of 
agreements," Hntdawi added. 

He said that the Kingdom is 
closely cooperating with a num- 
ber of pan- Arab' and Arab 
League organisations and numer- 
ous world organisations to prom- 
ote its national development and 
benefit from international exper- 
tise in various domains. 

These organisations include 
among others; The European - 
Community, the Group of 77, the 
Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence, the Council of Arab Econo- 
mic Unity, the Arab Common 
Market and the United Nations’ 
Conference on Trade and De- ' 
velopment, UNCTAD. 
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Liverpool draws, surrenders two-point lead 


LONDON (R}—liv«pool had 
*«r lead jrdwtEpetf tbrEagfab 
ant d»«M trimmed w goat 
difference on Saturday at rtrar 
glen Luton hdd them ro t 2-2 
draw W Anfirid after throwing 
one of the upset* of Uw«*»ofi. 

Two go& within ta« mfoutes 
from Kingsley Btacknod Debuts 
m Kurt N/jgafl^mt Loos 2-1 up 
«d just lo ranrotesiway boa 
1- , their fiat ever *w w Uvtapoof 
i and rheir fim iwaytrinoph for 
•over a year. 

But Scottish international 
Steve NMetpalM lathe. 76ch 
minute to deny Luma's new man- 
ager Jin Ry*n »- remarkable re- 
sult in his ftrumaich in chaxge. 

Aston Villa moved level on 43 
points with Uvcrp^foikwmga 
2-0 wtrj af tattoo rftrfi Chariton 
— their 12th vinery in 15 league 
games. Villa also have a game in 
hood over the leaders, 

Bui Arsenal and Southampton, 
third and fourth respectively, Inst 


ffoead. Aaeod crashed 14) at 
Lmdm &d$itoa» Wfaobtodoo 
' in « dour ewwr in winch defen- 
der NifriWifitertMfflwn carried 
off m n ctretdKT Ute in the 
second half. 

Newcomer Michael Bennett 
scored the fool minutes from 
time to leave (be chiuwMonsbwr' 
poofs the pair. 

Sqnhwnpteg . held to a 2-2 
draw af home by improving Ever* 
ton, ranamdgflt point* adrift of 
the leaders. 

. Veteran defender Russell Os- 
man stared twice as South* 
amptonY j«x against Evcrton 
continued — . (hey have not 
heaicn the Liverpool side in 12 
meetings 0 «r the hu? six years. 

- Unchanged for the sixth sue- 
OSM iw match and beaten only 
once in (heir fast 10 outing*. 
Sou th a mp ton were expected to 
prove too sharp for their trad- 
able visitors. 

they had Mored more goals in 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OflMft WMiar 
i TOUIAH KJftSCH 
. — p ri ¥ — — n - 


WATCH Ytatsnn 


Both vojatnbte. South deal*. 
NORTH - - 

ft QJ7 
912 

0 AQJM74 

* 4 3 

WEST EAST 

* 91*? ft x 

70US ? J »«4 

042 0X93 

* 9 762 # 0.1 10 

SOUTH 
ft A 5 2 
•7 A K 7 3 
0 91 

* A X t 4 
The biddies: 

South We* North Em* 

X * Pan 10 PM* 

2 NT Ph 3 NT Para 

P*» Pw 

Opening Lead: Nine of ft 
There Is a disease that strikes 
roost bridge pUyai at regular inter- 
vals. h is an afQkdcm of Dyfatg Bn* 
gen. Instead of flunking about a 
play, refkx takes over and a card 
hits the table far no time flat. This 
malady fat uoaSy foBcwed by a so* 
verc case of amfiitian. 

Although North-South were us- 
ing a 16-18 point no tramp range. 
South judged the hand to be stron- 
ger than its count because of the 


pfcd w xa of sets aod tings, to ha 
trp m ml onr dob and then j o n qyod to 
«o no trrap. North did hoc tfdwk 
Ac hand would watch to daw. and 
settled for Use no-trwap same, Ui- 
tfe (Sd be rtaBee evenihai mi|fai be 
coo tighl 

- Declarer amend Wen's lead of 
(he otic of spades «fch the jack, and 
Bast started a fine defense by wfab* 
boJdtng the lint. After croMdnt to 
the ting of dob*, dec lar er ran the 
nfaae of diamonds. East continued 
the food wqik by hokfins up the 
tiag of dt qm oadh. When dedacr 
repeated Uw Hook. East wen and 
revetted to a dab. Declarer found 
he bad no way to reach aB those 
food diamonds in dummy, and end- 
ed op down ran tricks. 

The ooetracs was lost by hasty 
play to the Bm aide. Ohsesve the 
tfiffcrsxec If d ecl a rer timply plays 
low from doamiy and wins fat band 
with the toe. Now, holding up the 
king of diamonds wen's help. De- 
clarer can force an entry to d umm y 
by leadi n g to the table’s qacen-jadt 
pf qpadea. As a result, the defenders 
caSaer ady one spade and one dia- 
mond, and declarer romps home 
with two ovatricks. Making the 
right play at trick .one swings four 
tridCsf 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Soft drink 


8 Headstrong 
13 Decorats 
• 14 Rosa's lee* 

IB Ha Kan 
17 Musical OP- 
79 Young b«*s 
20 Makss nui 
, new 
! 21 Nonsense 

22 Tiroes ol nuts 

23 Wheel for 


paaan *uuu^m 
■■■■ aam aaa 
pMMMaaMMMMMaMMM 


28 Kind of rand 
28 Ftawd office 
30 Angry leek 
32 Viral dlssass - 
35 Small shops 
38 Farm animal 

40 Literary device 

41 Diminish 

42 hraact 

43 Wise 

eoumrier - custTKamM-otai 
45 NY city MWsaaBwanee 

48 Food Hah 

50 Loco 12 •Roots" 

51 Rasters author 

confidence 14 Famed 

55 LAs soma Has 18 Bsysa 

56 Opsn 21 Constructed 

duunpagns 23 Hwdw 

58 Capri mjg. rougtty 

58 "You can't 24 Arrive 

— " 25 Dadfia 


60 Andes beast a Aneuas - - 

61 — do-wefl 27 Ms — mods 

62 Peruse 28 Viscous 

63 “I smell — " 30 Detect 

M-Swtodte 

DOWN 32 OoL dab 

1 Text 33 Comic Jsy 

2 Fragrance 34 C ons umer 

3 Fall 36 D und erh ea d 

4 — and crafts 37 Cert 

5 Director Frank 38 Poss e ss 

6 Reeds 42 Quick look 

7 Bossing Hems 43 C h icken 

8 — Moines .(sad 

8 Oat. mow gas 44 Flop ear 

10 Island 45 Pooped 

11 Phase 46 mattered 


laro 

i^assf jaaaajjjl 

*■■■■■■■■■« 


ftatmdmfs Pwris Solved: 


nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnnnnnnnrninnnn 
nnnn nnnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnn nnnn 

nnam nnnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nm nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnn 

nnnna nnnnn 

nnnn nnn nnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnntnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nn nnnn nnnnnn 


47 Fake ruby 
46 DeA -brown 


Gncma 


RAINBOW 


53 Ape Boo* 

54 Bo mb ecfc 

56 Ootf goal. 

57 Krezy - 


Tel: 625155 



their last three games than Ever- 
ton bid in their previous 15 And 
when Osman opened the scoring 
with a left foot drive in ihe 14th 
minute the match looked set to go 
to form. 

But former Manchester United 
midfielder Norman Whiteside 
muck g minute either side of 
halftime to put the visitors abend 
and Osman was left to earn a 
point for his side with his second 
goal 16 minutes from time. 

When England winger John 
Barnes shot Liverpool ahead 
against Luton after 32 minutes. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
day ami evening to slate your ideas 
and points of view to other* and 
especially those that have consider- 
ahic scope 10 them for jou now can 
make headway and progress. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April IV) 
Take your family to mtcrcsliug 
outside places of recreation. Yuu 
can happily be engaged with 
aiiacfameni m joint projects- 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20} 
Take some thoughtful presents 
now 10 members of your family. 
Several persons you berth like will 
entertain you and ynur loved one. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
can leant a great deal by inviting 
unelhgem persons into your home 
Get your surroundings more as 
your attachment would like them 
to be. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 tu 
July 21 ) Jaunt to see relatives and 
friends, as this will be productive 
of beneficial results. Being too 
direct with your attachment could 
cause problems. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
good day to go Dutch treat with as 
many friends as possible. You want 
to get away for a change bom your 
home, so do so now. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You can now get the desired 
help you've been striving for from 
your family. Carry through with an 
initiated hobby at your residence. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Ocintw r 
22) Don't let an overly anxious 


family member get you upset over 
a money matter. You can now 
enjoy those long anticipated plea- 
sure* with loved one. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Plana that have been post- 

E ned at your residence can now 
put in effect. Do a favour for 
those who have entertained you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Accept invitations 
now extended you by influential 
person- A new approach at a long 
time business matin' is necessary . 

CAPRICORN; (December 22 tn 
January 20) Being too frank could 
alienate one who a a good and 
loyal friend You can get into 
trouble by remaining away from 
home too much. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 18) Don't get upset became 
that hotness matter is not re- 
solved. Keep up your social life 
today and reap the benefits. 

PISCES: (February 20 b> March 
20) Long time friends are now ynur 
best socutl companions. Much con- 
versation and planning now be- 
tween associates nod family pro- 
duce One results. 

Today's drikk If your child were 
born today be or she will want to 
cooperate with others and be help- 
ful to them. They will have a 
special ability for neat touch and 
One finish that will open up un- 
usual job opportunities and voca- 
tional possibilities that will cam 
them a high salary. They will be 
very selective in picking a mare. 


JORDAN 

AMMAN TRANSPORT AND MUNICIPAL 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
LOAN No. 2334-JO. 

The Municipality of Greater Amman (MOGA) intends to 
apply part of the proceeds of the above loan to lift dump 
trucks (howls). 

Tender documents can be available as of Monday 
January 15, 1990 for a non-refundable fee of JD 120.000 
from: 

Tenders Department 

Municipality of Greater Amman 

P.O. Box 132 

Amman - Jordan 

Telex No. 21969 AMCITY-JO 

Fax No. 9626649420 


Closing date for accepting bids Is Monday Febru- 
ary 26, 1990 at 11:00 at the same address men- 
tioned above. 

Bids will be opened In public one hour after the 
dosing date. 


THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 

1RB1X> DISTRICT ELECTRICITY CO. 
TENDER NO. 5/89 

Dear Sirs, 

You are kindly requested to tender for the supply of 50 
km PVC Insulated Cable described in the attached 
specifications and schedules and in accordance with the 
Instructions to Persons Tendering and the General Condi- 
tions of the Contract 

You are required to complete and sign the attached 
form of Tender, fill in the schedules and forward the 
complete tender documents to be received by 1DECO not 
later than 1200 hours (local time) on Monday February 12, 
1990. 

Tender document may be purchased upon payment of 
a non-refundable fee of JD 25. 

All bids must be accompanied by a security of not less 
than 5 per cent of the bid price and must be delivered to 
the above office on Monday February 12, 1990. 

Your offer should be addressed tor 

Director General, 

JrbJd District EJetaidty Co. 

P.O. Box 46, 

Irbld - Jordan. 



U.A.E. sacks Brazilian coach, hires Pole 


Ryan's pre-match promise: that 
his side would not be overawed « 
Anfield anti would entertain be* 
gan to look a little empty. 

■ Bit Luton's defence, which had 
conceded 30 goals in. their pre- 
vious 12 games, worked hard 
throughout to contain Barnes and 
Welsh marksman laa Rush and 
Blade’s 72nd minute equaliser 
dearly boosted bis team mates. 

Nogan’s shock goal two mi- 
nutes later put Luton in sight of 
their first win since November. 
But Niooi replied with his fifth of 
the season to stretch his side’s! 
unbeaten run to 10 games. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JANUARY 14, 1990 

By Thomas S Pierson. Astrologer. Carrot! Fighter Foundation 


DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
(AP)— Mario Zagalo, the Brazi- 
lian coach who steered the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates' soccer squad 
to their first World Cup finals, 
was abruptly sacked by the Gulf 
stale's football association Satur- 
day, officials reported. 

Zagalo, 53, who recently re- 
lumed from a Christmas vacation 
in Brazil, was officially informed 
of the derision ar a meeting with 
the assodation. 

Zagalo. whose two-year con- 
tract was scheduled to expire in 
June, will be replaced bv Ber- 


naud Blautt. Poland's former 
awsrani national coach who cur- 
rently is bead coach with the 
Sharjah dub in the UAE first 

dlVTUOft. 

“This is a surprise to me. 
Naturally I'm upset about it," 
Zagalo told the Associated Press 
after the meeting. 

' *T was officially informed of 
this sudden decision this morning 
at a meeting with the football 
association, although I’d read ab- 
out it in today's papers, it was a 
shock," he smd. 

Zagalo was hailed as a hero in 


League fines Maradona 


MILAN, Italy (AP) — Argentine 
soccer star Diego Maradona was 
fined 10 million lire (S7.700) by 
the disciplinary commission of 
the Italian league for alleging that 
World Cup draws had been fixed. 

The soccer tribunal, which 
made public Maradona's punish- 
ment Friday night, stressed that 
the Latin American player had 
**ridiculed ,, World Cup organis- 
ers by claiming that pairings of 
the six groups had been decided 
prior to the official draw in Rome 
last Dec. 9. 

Maradona, the captain of ma- 
jor league Napoli and of the 
Argentine national team, did not 
immediately comment on the de- 
cision of the Italian commission, 
which has landed a total of 50 


million lire (538.500) in fines on 
the talkative Latin American star 
so far this season. 

However, dub sources indi- 
cated that Napoh was glad that 
the tribunal, which judged Mara- 
dona because be plays with an 
Italian team, did not resort to the 
most severe punishment — the 
player's disqualification for one 
or more games from the Italian 
championship. 

The International Soccer Fed- 
eration (FIFA), which had origi- 
nally threatened to ban Marado- 
na from this year's World Cup 
following his allegations, recently 
said it did not plan to lake any 
disciplinary action against the 
Argentine ’ forward. 


FURNISHED SEMI VILLA 
FOR RENT 


Located at the Seventh Circle area, consisting of 
one master bedroom, three bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, two kitchens, fully equipped, big 
salon, dining room, deluxe furnished, bar, gar- 
den, garage, and telephone. 


For more more informations please contact: 

Tel. 684945 & 684947, Amman 


MODERN FLAT fr TWO APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 

Furnished & unfurnished in the best residential area. After 
Fourth Circle, JabaJ Amman, near Ammoun Hotel. 

TeL 777112, 8 a.tn.-2 pjnrL, 674028 after 2 p.m. 


CAR FOR SALE 

White MERCEDES-BENZ 300 SEL 1988 model. Fully 
optioned. Duty not paid 

For inquiry please call 821813 


the Emirates only a few months 
ago after the national team, 
under his tutelage, won through 
to the World Cup finals in Italy to 
be held this summer. 

The United Arab Emirates 
Football Association, or 
UAEFA, was expected to for- 
mally announce Zagalo’s sacking 
later Saturday, said association 
sources, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

The reason for Zagalo's dismis- 
sal was not immediately known. 
But former U.A.E. captain 
Ahmed Eissa. now a leading 
sports official, told the AP: “The 
association has decided that it is 
in the best interests of the game 
and I'm sure that it would not 
affect the morale of the players." 

Association sources noted that 
UAEFA was not happy with 
Zagalo taking a vacation in De- 
cember while the national team 
was being groomed for the Gulf 
Cup in Kuwait next month and 
the World Cup finals. 


There were also unconfirmed 
reports that Za> .- o was unhappy 
with payments! received aner 
guiding the n**"ona! team to 
second place in '.he Asian group 
final qualifying stage in Singa- 
pore. clinching its place in the 
World Cup finals. 

The U.A.E. is grouped with 
West Germany, Yugoslavia and 
Colombia in Group D in the 
finals that start in June. 

The news media in Dubai, the 
bustling port ary where Zagalo 
lives, had speculated about his 
dismissal earlier in the day. 

Blautt told reporters Friday 
night, when speculation that 
Zagalo was on the way out began, 
that he had not been officially 
informed of any decision. 

Zagalo declined to give details 
of his meeting with UAEFA. But 
he said be will leave in about two 
weeks after settling matters re- 
lated to his contract and clearing 
up his personal affairs. 


New South Wales Open: 


Noah, Steeb in final 



SYDNEY, Australia CAP)— Re- 
vitalised Yannick Noah combined 
subtlety and power Saturday to 
defeat defending champion 
Aaron Krickstein of the United 
States and advance to the final of 
the 5400,000 New South Wales 
Open tennis championship. 

The flamboyant Frenchman, 
seeded eighth, beat third seeded 
Krickstein 6-4. 7-5 in an engros- 
sing 93-minute struggle at white 
City. 

He will meet West German 
left-hander Carl-Uwe Steeb in 
Sunday's final following seventh- 
seeded Steeb's impressive 6-3, 6-2 
semifinal victory over former 
world number one Mats Wilander 
of Sweden. 

Steeb, who stunned reigning 
U.S. Open and Wimbledon 
champion Boris Becker in the 
quarterfinals, was too consistent 
from the baseline for fifth seeded 
Wilander. 

He raced to a 3-0 lead in the 
first set and Wilander never really 
got into the match. 


ONE/ TWO 




SUITES 

Fully, furnished, 
colour TV, car- 
peted, weekly/ 
monthly rent 

CaD: 621923 
Bassam. 


Steeb was far steadier from the 
backcourt and repeatedly passed 
Wilander when the Swede adv- 
anced to the net. 

“I had to be steady from the 
baseline today, and I didn’t make 
too many mistakes,” Steeb said. 

*Tve learned that I can play 
like a top 10 player, now it’s up to 
me to get there.” 

Steeb currently is ranked 16th. 

Noah, his career rejuvenated 
by the coaching from former U.S. 
Davis Cup captain Dennis Ral- 
ston, was given a standing ova- 
tion by the packed centre court 
crowd after his thrilling battle 
with hard-slugging Krickstein. 

Krickstein added variety to his 
usual game, which is based on a 
powerful forehand, but still was 
unable to match Noah, who was a 
top five player from 1982 to 1988. 
He has since slipped to 2ist on 
the Association of Tennis Profes- 
sionals computer. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Sfimeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information : 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 



liB — i — Jl 

AMMAN PLAZA 

REQUIRED 

Amman Plaza Hotel has a vacancy for a 
dynamic 

1. SALES EXECUTIVE 

Candidates should possess an ex- 
cellent command of spoken and 
written Arabic and English. 
Applicants must be ambitious with a 
ready willingness to learn. Smart 
appearance is essential and must 
be able to drive. 

2. EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Must be capable of English & Arabic 
typing, able to work on own initiative 
and willing to work from 8:30 - 5:30 
p.m. 

Kindly apply in person to the sales 
dept with a recent photo and your 
C.V. 

® Tnisthouse Forte 


Gnema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420^6 Gnema Tel: 634144^1 Gnema 

■ PHILADELPHIA I 


* Married To The Mob 
•* Rob Lowe... in 

OXFORD BLUES 

• V Shot* 5 pJBt «*r 



Pcrfonjaactc 3130, W». 83*. WJ0 




Tel: 675571 Gnema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 674111 


SUMMER 

SCHOOL 
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Lithuanians protest in Vfflnns, the Lithnanfen capital, on the eve of Mifchafl Gorbachev’s visit. 


Prosecution puts off plan 
to shift Noriega to new cell 


MIAMI (Agencies) — Prosecu- 
tors agreed Friday during dosed- 
door court hearing to hold off on 
plans to move deposed Panama- 
nian strongman Manuel Antonio 
Noriega from his courthouse jail 
cell, a U.S. police offidal said. 

The offidal. who spoke on 
condition cf anonymity, said 
Noriega was not expected to be 
transferred “anytime in the im- 
mediate future" after his lawyers 
objected to the government's bid 
to move him: 

The plan had called for 
Noriega to be taken almost im- 
mediately to a more secure loca- 
tion. Government officials, con- 
cerned his life could be 
threatened by Colombian cocaine 
smugglers who believe he may 
inform on them, contend the 
courthouse cell is not secure 
enough. 

Noriega’s lawyers have consis- 
tently said they would strongly 
oppose any effort to move him, 
claiming they want him nearby so 
they can help him prepare his 
defence against a 1988 drug in- 
dictment. 

In his first public statement on 
die matter, U.S. District Judge 
William Hoeveler told reporters 
Noriega’s trial could begin in as 
little as seven or eight months. 

Noriega, once Panama’s “max- 
imum leader,” has been held in a 
cramped underground cell called 
the “submarine" since his arrival 
in Miami last Thursday after sur- 
rendering to U.S. troops in Pana- 
ma. His capture was one of the 
main objectives of the U.S. inva- 
sion launched Dec. 20. 

U.S. authorities may eventual- 
ly renew their effort to move 
Noriega and reserve the right to 
transfer . him if his security is 
threatened. 

Noriega is awaiting trail on a 
1988 indictment that charges him 
with riuelding major Colombian 
cocaine traffickers, helping them 
ship drugs to the United States 
ana pocketing $4.6 million in 
bribes. 

A U.S. television network re- 
ported Friday that Noriega may 
have access to millions of dollars 
even as awaits trial for drug off- 
ences in the United States. 

NBC news said Noriega has 


access to what could be millions 
of dollars in an unfrozen bank 
account at the Deutsche 
Sudamerikaniscfae bank m Ham- 
burg, West Germany. 

While it quoted bank officials 
as saying that the bank had no 
account in Noriega's name, NBC 
said U.S. records show the for- 
mer genereal has a numbered 
account at the German bank. 

NBC also said that up to SI 
million of the funds in the 
account could have been depo- 
sited by the U.S. military several 
years ago, when Noriega served 
as an informant for the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(OA). 

Several banks in France and 
Switzerland holding as much as 
25 million for Noriega have 
already frozen his accounts, NBC 
said. 

Noriega’s personal fortune has 
.been estimated at more than $200 
million, NBC said. 

A top congress man said Friday 
that the U.S. invasion of Panama 
was a military success, ’but this 
was partly due to luck the United 
States could not depend bn in any 
similar operation in the future. 

House of Representatives 
Armed Services Committee 
Chairman Les Aspin said U.S. 
forces were lucky that Panama- 
nian soldiers did not take Amer- 
icans in Panama hostage and 
threaten to kill one an hour. - 

He said the U.S. invasion force 
was also lucky that Noriega chose 
not to fight. 

“Noriega folded,” the Wiscon- 
sin Democrat said at a press 
conference. 

He said there was evidence that 
Noriega’s Panama Defence Force 
soldiers hid out after the inva- 
sion, awaiting Noriega’s orders 
on where and how it fight, but the 
orders never came. 

When it became clear Noriega 
would issue no order to fight, 
Aspsin said, the Panamanian sol- 
diers “didn’t take hostages. Why 
didn’t they? That is a mystery to 
me.” 

He said some of the Panama- 
nian soldiers had been involved in 
brutal tortures in the past, so he 
was surprised none of them had 


seized Americans and threatened 
to kill one an hour until they got 
money and planes to escape from 

P anama . 

“If you had had five or six of 
those situations yon would have 
had a different story here,” he 
said. 

Aspin said U.S. forces were 
also lucky in being able to scout 
Panamanian targets before the 
invasion because of the presence 
of U.S. hues under die Panama 
Canal treaties, and were able to 
fly in thousands of troops to the 
U.S. Howard air force base be- 
fore die Christmas week inva- 
sion. 

Aspin rated the U.S. invasion a 
first-grade military success, but 
said it was less successful politi- 
cally. He said the swearing in of 
President Guillermo Endara at a 
U.S. base made Endara look like 
a U.S. puppet 

Panamanian Attorney General 
Ogelio Cruz has brought charges 
against 50 members of the regime 
of Noriega, the independent La 
Prensa newspaper reported 
Friday. 

The charges range from illicit 
use of government funds to in- 
volvement in cover-ups and those 
charged include Noriega’s wife, 
Felicidad, who has taken refuge 
in the Cuban ambassador's resi- 
dence, and former President 
Manuel Solis Palma, the news- 
paper said. 

An aide to Cruz told Reuters 
Friday she did not know if 
charges had yet been brought 
against Benjamin Colomarco, 
head of the feared civilian Digni- 
ty Battalion militias formed and 
armed by Noriega last year. 

Colomarco, £3, turned himself 
in to U.S. forces Wednesday and 
was being held at Fort Clayton 
with Noriega backers whose num- 
ber the Red Cross has estimated 
at 65. 

Many of the detainees are 
being held without formal 
charges, U.S. sources said, while 
prosecutors study each case. 

U.S. sources said Friday that 
almost all of Noriega’s top offic- 
ers were either in detention or 
hiding in foreign embassies in 
Panama City. 


4 IRA suspects arrested 
after bid to buy Stinger 

republican struggle.” 

Asked if he belonged to the 
IRA, Moley said: “Not at all. 
Don’t be sUly.” 

The other two Irish suspects 
were identified as Kevin Joseph 
McKinley, 33, of Riviera Beach, 
Florida, and Moley, 30, also of 
Riviera Beach. The Canadian 
suspect is Sean John McCann, 34, 
also a resident of Riviera beach. 

They were charged with con- 
spiracy, possession of a destruc- 
tive device, violations of arms 
export regulations and the U.S. 
neutrality law. If convicted, they 
could each face up to 25 years in 
prison and $750,000 in fines. 

The four were to appear before 
a U.S. magistrate in West Palm 
beach Tuesday afternoon. 

In November 1986, five men 
were given prison sentences rang- 
ing from six to 18 months in 
Boston in a plot to buy arms, 
including a surface-to-air mi ss ile, 
for the IRA. 

The men were arrested in May 
1986 when they attempted to buy 
the missile, 100 M-16 automatic 
rifles and 500 rounds of ammuni- 
tion from undercover FBI agents. 


Gorbachev warns Lithuanians 
against ‘national wilderness’ 


VILNIUS (R) — Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev made an 
impassioned appeal to Lithua- 
nians Saturday to ease back cm 
their drive for total independ- 
ence, telling them they were 
rushing towards a “nationalist 
wilderness.” 

“We need to dunk it over a 
thousand times before we embark 
on an independent drift with no 
compass, no map and no fuel,” 
he told the Baltic republic's top 
Communists, themselves split be- 
tween separatists and Moscow 
loyalists. 

But there seemed little doubt 
that despite the combination of 
promise, cajoling and warnings of 
possible disaster he has used dur- 
ing three days in Lithuania, the 
vast majority of local people re- 
mained determined to push for 
secession. 

The mood was summed up for 
Gorbachev at the meeting in Vil- 
nius, the Lithuanian capital, by a 
Russian, Vasily Yemelyanov, 
editor-in-chief of the republic’s 


Russian-language party newspap- 
er Sovietskaya Litva. 

“The majority of the popula- 
tion erf Lithuania is ready to 
sacrifice material well-being for 
the sake of the possibility of 
spiritual setf -determination and 
political freedoms,” he told the 
Kre mlin chief. 

Algirdas Bzszauskas, “gentie 
riant” leader of the Lithuanian 
Communist Party, declared that 

despite Gorbachev’s reform 
drive the Soviet party had 
changed little. “Time waits for no 
one, as- life changes almost daily 
in our country,” he said. 

Under his leadership the 
Lithuanian party has broken with 
Moscow. A party congress voted 
by an overwhelming .majority last 
month to declare the party a 
totally independent body. 

Gorbachev ended his three-day 
visit to the once independent 
republic with joint talks with both 
the breakaway party, whose 
programme includes a 
“sovereign” Lithuania, and with 


a loyalist rump. 

The meeting, broadcast live on 
f JtTiiigirian television, followed a 
cool response from powerful 
separatist forces. They have 
spumed Gorbachev's offer of a 
proposed law spelling out terms 
for orderly secession as "prop- 
aganda” and “a cheap he.” 

Gorbachev, who is both chief 
of state and head of the Com- 
munist Party of the Soviet Union 
(CPSU), fared little better at the 
hands of his Lithuanian com- 
-rades. 

Sitting in a semi-drde facing a 
hall of several hundred people, 
Gorbachev heard his party dis- 
missed as too hidebound to com- 
pete — for votes or influence — 
m the whirlwind of modem 
Lithuanian politics. 

Yemelyanov said Lithuanian 
communists had been forced into 
the split by Moscow’s inability or 
unwillingness to accept rapid 
change. 

“Not only was Stalinism discre- 
dited but the people completely 


lost faith in the CPSU. It is apiity 
that our party has split but we 
simply could wait no longer," 
said Yemelyanov. 

Reflecting the calm but deter- 
mined mood of the gathering, he 
said there could be no going back 
on last month’s decision. 

“I believe an oiling the derision 
would be the death of the Com- 
munist Party of Lithuania," 
Yemelyanov told Gorbachev, 
who took copious notes and occa- 
sionally gestured in response. 

“Realities here are such that 
people have said, ’enough. We 
want to be Europeans’.” 

The Lithuanians’ unpre- 
cedented break with Moscow, 
approved last month by an over- 
whelming majority of party lead- 
ers, was in response to fears of 
bring swamped in upcoming elec- 
tions by the powerful, pro-inde- 
pendence Sajudis movement. 

And Yermelyanov conceded 
the party had lost its place as the 
leading light in Lithuanian 
society. 
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WEST PALM BEACH, Florida 
(Agencies) — four people be- 
lieved to be members of the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) have 
been arrested while attempting to 
purchase a heat-seeking anri -air- 
craft missile and other weapons, 
the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tions (FBI) has announced. 

The four arrested Friday are 
believed to be members of the 
provisional faction of the TRA 
and were trying to gather 
weapons for terrorist activities 
outside the United States, said 
WQliam Gavin, who heads the 
FBI m southern Florida. 

“They made ’ it very clear they 
were interested in procuring Stin- 
ger missiles and high explosives 
— and they intended to ship them 
out of the country,” Gavin said at 
a news conference. 

One of the men, Seamus 
Moley, allegedly paid undercover 
agents $500,000 for the U.S.- 
made Stinger, a shoulder-carried, 
heat-seeking missile that has been 
used by rebels in Afghanistan and 
Nicaragua to attack helicopter 
gunships. 

“One would have to believe if 
they had such an interest in pro- 


curing this type of weaponry, 
they planned a terrorist act and 
probably against an aircraft.'' 
said Robert Creighton, an agent 
of the Federal Bureau of Alco- 
hol, Tobacco and Firearms, 
which conducted the two-month 
investigation with the FBI. 

The men, three Irish citizens 
and a Canadian, were identified 
as members of the IRA, which is 
fighting to end British rule in 
Northern Ireland. 

Creighton said the undercover 
agents posed as people selling 
weapons they had stolen from the 
military.' “They led us to believe 
they were involved in the pro- 
curements of weapons before (for 
the IRA),” he said. 

One of the suspects, Joseph 
Martin McCoIgan. 39, of Dun- 
dalk, County Louth, Ireland, 
proclaimed his innocence as the 
four were paraded in handcuffs 
before television cameras Friday 
night. 

‘Tin just a poor Irishman here 
on holiday and was trapped by 
certain people," he said. “Cer- 
tain people offered to sell me a 
piece of equipment for the Irish 


Hurd 

pledges to 
push for 
Hong Kong 
democracy 


HONG KONG <AP) — British 
Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd 
said Saturday that a timetable for 
direct elections in Hong Kong 
would be established in the next 
few weeks, despite strained ties 
with China. 

Arriving in Hong Kong, Hard 
also said the colony would con- 
tinue its forced repatriation of 
Vietnamese boat people even 
though the move has prompted 
widespread international conde- 
mnation. 

Hurd said he expected ground 
rules to be set soon for elections 
in Hong Kong next year. China, 
which takes over the colony in 
1997, bad called efforts to speed 
up tiie demonetisation of the 
territory a plot “to bring the 
Chinese government to its 
knees." 

Hurd said that while Britain 
would consider Beijing’s views, it 
would decide by itself how to 
proceed with the voting. 

“We are not going to at bade 
as the British government pas- 
sively and let the dock tick on,” 
he told reporters at Hong Kong’s 
internationqj airport. 

"Cool and considered” was 
how he described the way deci- 
sions will be made that will criti- 
cally effect the lives of Hong 
Kong's 5.7 million people. 

Communist China takes over 
Hong Kong in 1997 and has 
promised to preserve Hong 
Kong’s free-wheeling economic 
and social system for at least 50 
years. But confidence in China’s 
promise evaporated after the 
bloody crackdown Jane 3-4 on 
the movement for democracy in 
Beijing. 

Relations between Hong Kong 
and the mainland have sunk to 
their lowest level since the ultra- 
leftist cultural revolution of the 
1960s. A series of disagreements 
between London and Beijing and 
pro-democracy agitation in Hong 
Kong have further worsened ties. 

To complicate the issue, many 
in Hong Kong feel Britain has 
abandoned the colony and is 
kowtowing to the Beijing govern- 
ment. Protests axe expected dur- 
ing Hard’s visit and security will 
be tight. 

His visit, his first to Hong Kong 
as- foreign secretary, follows un- 
productive meetings between 
Hong Kong's governor, Sir David 
Wilson, and Chinese leaders in 
Beijing. Wilson returned Friday 
and will confer with Hurd. 

The governor had Sharp ex- 
changes with * several Chinese 
leaders over the pace of democra- 
tic change in Hong Kong. Wilson 
called the talks “frank,’’ and 
Hard described them as “work- 
man-like,” diplomatic buzzwords 
for unsuccessful. 

Time is running out for deter- 
mining the future of the colony. 
A committee of Chinese- 
appointed officials is expected to 
complete by March the Baric 
Law, the blueprint for the terri- 
tory after 1997, 

The main point of contention 
concerns the pace and extent of 
democraticisaticm in this colony, 
one of Aria’s economic successes. 

China wants only 30 per cent of 
the legislature, or 18 seats, 
elected after 1997 but Britain has 
been pushing for about 50 per 
cent 

The executive and legislative 
branches of Hong Kong’s current 
government have called for at 
least 20 seats to be put up for 
election in 1991. 


Senior Albanian official 
rejects reports of unrest 


VIENNA (Agencies) — A lead- 
ing member of the Albanian 
Communist Part has dismissed as 
Yugoslav-inspired slanders re- 
ports of a crackdown in Us coun- 
try to deter unrest. 

Western and East Bloc diplo- 
mats in the capital Tirana said 
that life there appeared calm and 
normal with no signs of increased 
security measures. 

Foto Canri, secretary' of die 
Albanian party’s central commit- 
tee, told Tirana Radio and televi- 
sion Friday that Serbian national- 
ists in Yugoslavia were spreading 
the rumours to distract world 
attention from the plight of ethnic 
Albanians there. 

“How do I assess them. I can- 
not find a better word than 
slandes,” Foto told an interview- 
er according to the official Alba- 
nian ATA news agency moni- 
tored in Vienna. 

“The aim is dear. They wish 
that what has occurred: In v .tbe 
countries of the East happen In 
Albania too,” he said referring to 
tiie wave of popular unrest that 
has broken the Communist grip 


on power in Eastern Europe. 

He said such rumours would 
only increase the resolve of the 
Albanian people: “They urge us 
to raise higher the vigilance to 
safeguard our freedom, inde- 
pendence and sovereignty.” 

Reports from Belgrade and 
Athens have spoken of a harsh 
crackdown deter unrest in Alba- 
nia, the last o utp os t of Stalinist 
communism in Europe. 

The Belgrade newspaper Poli- 
tflea reported Thursday that a 
state of emergency had been de- 
clared in the northern town of 
Shkoder and security had been 
stepped up around offidal resi- 
dences in Tirana. 

The Yugoslav national news 
agency Tanjug said Friday Alba- 
nia had imposed security mea- 
sures it said amounted to a state 
of emergency. But in later reports 
it quoted travellers from Albania 
as saying there were no visible 
signs of gpy emergency. 

One diplomat, contacted in 
Tirana by telephone from Vien- 
na, said a Western ambassador 
h«d visited Shkoder and found 


life there to be continuing as 
normal. Other diplomats there 
said there were no signs of in- 
creased security in the capital. 

Milisav MiHc, a reporter for 
Belgrade television from Yugos- 
lavia’s Kosovo province, which 
borders Albania, told die Associ- 
ated Press that “frequent sound 
of fir earms ” was heard Friday 
from the direction of Albania. 

Tanjug and Belgrade television 
said “something is apparently 
happ ening ” in Albania, and that 
rare travellers from that country 
report “brutal" .measures against 
dissent there. 

“Albanian authorities in an 
effort to prevent unrest against 
the regime have imposed ex- 
tremely strict control measures in 
the country,” Tanjug said. 

It said the security measures 
“can be termed a state of 
emergency,” but did not say 
when the measures were alleged- 
ly imposed. 

Tanjug gave no sources for its 
information, but Belgrade Televi- 
sion said its information came 
from unconfirmed reports from 
diplomats and travellers. 


Botticelli 
masterpiece 
back on show 

FLORENCE, Italy (R) — "The 
Coronation of the Virgin,” a mas- 
terpiece by the 15th century Ita- 
lian artist Botticelli, has gone 
bade on show in Florence 50 
years after it was removed for 
restoration. The work, painted by 
Botticelli between 1488 and 1490, 
was re-exhibited Thursday for the 
first time since 1940 in a chapel of 
the city’s Uffizi museum. Lengthy 
restoration was needed after the 
surface of plaster and glue on 
which Botticelli painted started to 
disintegrate, restorers said. 

Man travels across 
world to see 
cousin dead 

WELLINGTON (R) — AJbin 
Birch left London on the trip of a 
lifetime to find a New Zealand 
cousin be had not seen for 30 
years — but instead found a 
month-old corpse. Al bin's 82- 
year-oid cousin Bennett Birch 
lived as a recluse 19,000 
kilometres away in New Zea- 
land’s subtropical far north. But 
Albin discovered him dead when 
he arrived at his home Thursday 
in the remote settlement of 
Takehe. 
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THE Sunday Crossword 


SUMMING UP 
By Norma Steinberg 

ACROSS 
I GW 

6 At a distance 
10 Horn aound 
14 wrath 
18 High neat 

20 Seeing red 

21 einy 

question-" 

22 Mary or 
Marianne 

23 Baby toy * 
awe * Jalopy 

25 Siege + bed » 

27 ofmblng 
omphftXan 

28 Scot landowner 

30 Brtciad 

31 One of 100 in 
DCi abbr. 

32 Rational 

34 Attitude 

35 Opp- of nog. 

38 Mil. decoration 


Edited by Herb tlteoson 


40 Great serve 

41 Cache 

43 Stripling . 

48 Twinge 
40 Farm measure 
50 In unison 
91 Additional 

52 Soma July 
babies 

53 Cut short 

54 SI ,000 Mil 

55 Baton or Moulin 
58 Chagall 

57 Stout or Reed 

58 Sara 

59 Booh 
supplement 

81 Heartburn old 
83 Deadly 
65 Mistreats 
88 Stuff 

67 They perform 
teals of day 

68 Cut of beel 


68 Cigar 

71 Puts down 

72 Plead 

75 Summer drink 

77 Syllables of 

78 Roofing material 

79 City near Osaka 

80 Mam 

81 -A Day at 
the — " 

83 Steaming pans 

84 Wins lor Tyson 
AS Brass; abbr. 

86 Buffalo 

87 Domesticate 

88 Faaod 

88 Sllwr marking: 
abbr. 

90 Gmlna — 

81 Princess sleep 
tUslurtw 

82 Dojtj-'b 
opponent 


95 Whlskay 
86 Yale students 
97 Hypnotic state 
100 Communicate 
In Formally 
102 FHcheo 

105 Stadium 

106 Dusk 

111 Moiety + Ozziq 
* wreslffng 
how 

U3 Sad anas) a 
laborer type 
115 Baylor of 
basketball 
US Heap 

117 Alan or Cheryl 

118 Tundra resident 
110 School 

officials 

12Q Free-lancer's 
enclosure 

121 Former spouses 

122 Cornered 


DOWN 

1 Haul 

2 Gel Irom the 
grapevine 

3 “Laugh-In" 
Johnson 

4 Locations 

5 Thawed 

8 Charles' dog 

7 Shallow pieces 

8 Southern 
const! nation 

9 Put back 

10 Seasoning 

11 Coffee type 

12 Made do with 

13 Chum 

14 Catch unawares 

15 Loop 

W Henry VJWa 
ailment 

17 Sea Mud 

18 Posx 

24 Long time 


26 Unfettered 

29 Vkjoda 

33 infield cover 

34 Having glass 
sections 

38 Majorca city 

36 Indian 

37 Brief ♦ tn 
rault a fault 

38 Wes concerned 

42 Adds up 

43 Garish + orator 
=• amplifier 

44 Have words 

46 Consider* 

47 Snails 

49 TVs Peepers 

50 Flower pans 

51 Memorials 

53 Black See 
pen fn aula 

54 Bowling alley 
parts 


55 Picture puzzle 
58 In the midst of 
80 Brave ones 

62 Queog's 
command 

63 Card game 

84 l ongs, vita 
brasti" 

87 Podia word 

88 Wettapa 
70 Belief 

72 Man with dough 

73 Chum 

74 Rashness 

78 Helps srllh the 
dishes 
78 Soflock 

82 Rains 

83 Sarvfoawomsn 
88 Sah waior 

87 Logical 

90 Ford and Close 

91 Ski Bet 


OiagnmlBSS W X 19, By Martha J. Dc Witt 


ACROSS 
1 Box 
5 wash 
0 -- porridge 
hot-" 

11 Church 


12 Rubber tree 
product 

13 Hidden 

14 Dormant 
16 Bobbie 

15 H.B. Stowe 
character 

20 Lackluster 


DOWN 

1 Drudge 

2 Fix roods 

3 Avoid 

4 Made UK* new 

6 Ptfobte 

7 Facile 

6 Ocean; abbr. 

8 Pit 

10 Put la use 

11 Memo 

13 Carved gem* 
15 Singer Dolly 


22 Domicile 

23 No longer 
active: abbr. 

24 Fidelity 

27 Undos# to 

poets 

28 Earn 

30 Pol source 

31 Sign 

33 Smlnlshea 

35 Mushroom 

36 Tried 

38 Was present 


16 Celt up 

17 Ring enclosures 
IB Uma land 

21 Lodging house 

extra 

25 Shoo or family 
28 Grasp 
m Oik.3 
V Br, beverage 
hour 

32 ChUtT* nurse 

33 Peruses 


40 Patricia the 
act rase 

41 Follow 

42 Under-window 
performance 

46 Paid no 
attention lo 

50 Atlanta 
university 

51 Methods 

55 — Scotia 

5B Broad 

57 ROCK 

58 S Www or Jones 


34 Male deer 
K Reno 

37 Vote* vote 

38 Stannum 

42 Stitches 

43 Give out 

44 He sculpted 
"The Thinker" 

46 Heretofore 

47 Tun 

48 Summon 

49 Titled ladies 


93 Comic 
Idle 

94 Picasso's 
daughter 

98 Fairy! Ike 

98 Taywr or 
Ad one 

99 Musical form 
101 Sitcom demo 
Ittt Take oil 

103 Yam 

104 Russ, aslm 
IOC Parr of 

Earth 

107 Ties the knot 

108 Wad ' 

109 "Cassius - 
lean and 
hungry..." 

110 Canasta card 
112 Some 

recordings 
11* Permissive 


59 Assignment 

61 Phis 

62 Create 

63 Standard 
BS Stair part 
67 Gnaws 
BP Enervate 

70 Charge with gas 
72 Take for - 

76 Rim 

76 Transaction 


S3 Furniture worker 
53 Coal units ■■ 

■ 34 Made 
beloved 
60 Play host 
62 Tiny thing 
'64 Hone 

65 Decorate again 

66 Eng. noraUst 
■67 Swiss dty . 

E9 Ratal Iras 

71 Latvian city 



Lm Week's Cryptograms 

1- »y they can forreasr winter weather by tfu stripes of (be 

woody bear caterpillar. 

~ Brash young chef merely glanced ai a cookbook, then whipped up s 
gourmet feast for his critics without It. 

1 -Sweet sod buoyant viofia string? of a gypsy vagabond .weep for us 
aD. 

4. Tired chicken bine Mrcs'eggbead worker to help dean new coops. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

I. TO GO ILIHSIOl'H. W A L I MIAMYI WCR. "PA 
WALINKTOS. IOIO TZ TN'W CHAO S." 
MATTMl'TGOW, T ZTOP. HIMYGUI "IUIO" 
C T N K “IWMIUTGYYR," -By Len Sherry 

LLUDCAEL SDS'T oprattade s k o s k y 
TSOUSYF SKY ALEA 5ADF. KOP KAK CATKAE* 
KY HOPE'S! —By Barbara J. Rugg 

3. DPOlSRLTP YIUEFRIN KTMRIN S X A Y O PAIN 
SB EAGGOMERUFY FOODY SXO 
MOLMliYOMUSAM YXOPBOV EPOUIOK ALL. 

— By Lois JL Jones 

4. B ALIK MLOURXL MANY PR BUI 5 A A Y ANY 
SLOW POLK FOR*M FORMKL ORWFALK. 

—By Ed JHaddkwB 

SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 










